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CORRESPONDENCE 


WITH 


BRITISH COMMISSIONERS. 


SIERRA LEONE. 


9 No. 1. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell, No. 30, August 21, 1860. 


[Slave Trade information.] 





No. 2. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 12.) 


(No. 31. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, September 10, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship the annexed list of despatches,* 
which I prepared for transmission to the Foreign Office by the mail-packet ‘‘ Cleopatra,” 
which sailed from this Colony on the 3rd instant, but that vessel having put back in a disabled 
state. the despatches in question will be forwarded by the homeward mail of the 21st 


instant. 
; I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 3. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell, No. 32, September 13, 1860, 
(Slave Trade information.] 





* Nos. 29 of August 1, No. 4 of August 2, No. 5 of August 14, and No. 30 of August 21, 1860. 
[128] Cuass A. B 


2 SIERRA LEONE. 
No. 4. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell.— (Received October 12.) 


(No. 4. Spain.) 
My Lord, : Sierra Leone, August 2, 1860. 
IT is my painful duty to inform your Lordship of the death of M. Manuc! de Zea 
Bermudez, Her Catholic Majesty’s Vice-Consul and Acting Judge of the British and 
Spanish Mixed Court in this Colony, which took place on the 30th ultimo. 
Owing to the decease of M. Bermudez, the Spanish Government are again left without 
a Representative in the Mixed Court of Justice. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 5. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 12.) 


(No. 5. Spain.) : 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, August 14, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch No. 2 
of the 23rd ultimo, inclosing a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at 
Madrid, in which Mr. Edwardes states that he had pointed out to the Spanish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs the irregularity of M. Lesseps’ appointment to be ~panish Arhitrator in 
this Colony, and also that the Spanish Minister had informed him | at a successor to the 
late Colonel Carvalho was about to be appointed. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 6. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Judge, No. 31, October 10, 1860. 


[Slave ‘Trade information.] 





No. 7. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell.—( Received November 12.) 


(No. 34. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, September 30, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship my Report for the current year up 
to the present date, with such information respecting the Slave Trade generally on this 
coast as I] have been able to procure. 

During the above period no case has been adjudicated by the British and Foreign 
Mixed Courts of Justice established in this Colony ; the total number of cases adjudicated 
and of slaves emancipated by those Courts remains, therefore, the same as at the date of 
my last Annual Report. 

During the present year two vessels have been condemned by the Vice-Admiralty 
Court in this Colony under the Act 2 & 3 Vict., cap. 73, on the ground of being fully 
equipped for the Slave Trade. Both these vessels were captured at sea in the Gulf of 
Guinea on their way to the slave coast: one of them, “ El Rosarito,” was evidently a 
Spanish vessel, and was commanded by a Spaniard, but was without colours or papers at 
the time of seizure ; the other had neither name, colours, nor papers. The latter vessel was 
captured in April last, and since that date no vessel detained by Her Majesty’s cruizers on 
this coast has been brought to Sierra Leone for adjudication. 

Besides the above cases one native canoe, with 34 slaves on board, captured in 
February last in the Sierra Leone river within British jurisdiction, has been condemned in 
the Vice-Admiralty Court. 

As I have not heard that any of these native canoes conveying slaves are supposed 
to have escaped the vigilance of the Colonial authorities, and to have passed through 
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British waters, it may be assumed-that the case above referred to is the only one which 
has occurred during the present year, and this is a gratifying contrast to the number of 
cases of the kind which took place during the year 1859, when, as I stated in my last 
Annual Report, nine canoes of this description were captured, having on board an aggregate 
of 336 slaves; the great diminution in this domestic Slave Trade is, no doubt, to be 
attributed to the cessation of the wars which were waged during last year amongst the 
native tribes in the vicinity of this Colony. 

I am not in possession of any particulars as to the number of vessels which have been 
captured by Her Majesty’s squadron on this coast during the present year, and sent to 
St. Helena or elsewhere for adjudication, nor as to the number of slaves supposed to have 
been carried away ; I have, indeed, heard the number of these latter stated as amounting to 
from 15,000 to 20,000 up to the end of last May, but this statement is, probably, an 
an exaggeration, though there is no doubt that the Slave Trade has been, as compared with 
last year, on the increase rather than otherwise. 

The Slave Trade on this coast during the present year has been confined to the same 
localities as hitherto, namely, Whydah and the territory of the King of Dahomey in the 
Bight of Benin, and to the Congo and its neighbourhood on the South Coast. 

The cruizers of the United States on this coast have recently been acting with decision 
in the suppression of the Slave ‘Trade under the American flag. Five or six American 
vessels, two of them with large cargoes of slaves on board, have within the last few months 
been captured by American cruizers, and sent, together with their crews, to the United 
States for adjudication. 

It is édrnestly to be hoped that the Government of the United States will persevere 
in this determination to suppress the Slave Trade under their flag; if the slave-dealers 
are effectually deprived of the cover which has hitherto been afforded to them by the 
fraudulent use of the American flag, the difficulty of conducting their operations with safety 
and success will be enormously increased. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


No. 8. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 12.) 


(No. 37. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, October 1, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no payments have been made by 
the Courts of Mixed Commission to the Liberated African Department in this Colony on 
account of captured slaves, during the quarter ending the 30th cf September last. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 9. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 12.) 


(No. 1. Uruguay.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, October 8, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the Monte Vidcan barque 
“ Constancia,” detained by Her Majesty's steamer ‘‘ Alecto,” Commander Raby, on a charge 
of being equipped for the Slave Trade, was brought before the British and Uruguayan 
Mixed Court of Justice in this Colony, on the 5th instant. 

In the absence of an Uruguayan Commissioner, and of an Arbitrator on the part of Her 
Majesty, it became necessary for the Governor to assume the functions of British Arbitrator 
in order that the Court might be properly constituted to try the case, and Colonel Hill 
accordingly took the requisite oath of office on the above date. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


B 2 


4 SIERRA LEONE. 
No. 10. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge, No. 34, November 23, 1860. 


[Slave Trade information. } 





No. 11. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 12.) 


(No. 2. Uruguay.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, November 1, 1860. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 1 of the Sth ultimo, reporting that 
the Monte Videan barque ‘“Constancia” had been brought before the British and 
Uruguayan Mixed Court of Justice on a charge of being equipped for the Slave Trade, I 
have now the honour to report that that vessel was condemned in this Court on the 29th 
ultimo, and to transmit to your Lordship copies of the proceedings in the case. 

The ‘ Constancia,” Juan Rodriguez master, with a crew of twelve men, and one 
passenger, was detained in the Cameroon river on the 15th of August last by Commander 
Raby, of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Alecto ;” the crew, composed of Americans and 
Portuguese, and the passenger, having been at their own reques. ianded on the coast, the 
“ Constancia,” with the Master on board, was sent to this Colony and brought before the 
Mixed Court of Justice on the 5th ultimo, and was condemned on the 29th ultimo, as 
having been at the time of her detention equipped for and engaged in the illicit Traffic in 
Slaves. 

It appears from the ship’s papers that the ‘“ Constancia” was formerly the American 
barque “ White Cloud,” and that she was purchased at the Havanain May last by Antonio 
Jurue, an Uruguayan citizen, when her name was changed to the “ Constancia ;” and that 
she cleared from the Havana for Monte Video on the 17th of May last, with a cargo 
consisting of aguardiente, bales of cloth, and general merchandise, amongst which thirty 
water-casks, 8,000 feet of pine planks, and a number of buckets are entered on the manifest. 

On the 15th of August, three months after sailing from the Havana on her ostensible 
voyage to Monte Video, the ‘* Constancia” was detained in the River Cameroon on the west 
coast of Africa, having on board, as appears from the Report of the Surveyors, the following 
articles of Slave Trade equipment, viz., planks sufficient to form a slave deck, containing 
an area of 1,754 superficial feet, with all the other materials requisile jor constructing such 
deck ; a large quantity of rice, calavances, and biscuit, much more than requisite for the 
use of the crew of the vessel ; a number of buckets adapted for mess-kids, such as are used 
to hold food for slaves ; and finally water-casks, part full and part empty, the whole capable 
of containing 8,312 gallons of water, a quantity enormously in excess of what would be 
required for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel. 

A paper was laid before the Court by the capturing officer, which he stated that he 
had received from King Bell, of the River Cameroon, and which purports to be an agree- 
ment between King Bell and Antonio Romanse, the supercargo of the ‘‘ Constancia” (a 
person doubtless identical with the “ passenger,’ whose name is merely stated as Antonio 
in the proceedings), for the delivery to the latter of 400 slaves in return for goods received. 
I have the honour to foward a copy of this document. 

No claim was put in before the Court on behalf of the owner for the restoration of 
the “ Constancia,” and the master absconded after having been examined on the usual 
standing and special interrogatories, 

After due consideration of all the foregoing circumstances the Court were of opinion 
that it was conclusively established by the evidence that the ‘‘ Constancia” was at the time 
of her detention engaged in the Slave Trade, and that her clearance from Havana for 
Monte Video was a blind, under cover of which her Slave Trade equipment might be 
entered on the manifest as cargo, and her real destination might be concealed. The Court 
accordingly, by Decree of the 29th of October, pronounced the “ Constancia” good prize 
to the Crown of Great Britain and to the Republic of Uruguay. 

In conclusion, I beg to express my regret that the sentence in this case was deferred 
much longer than was necessary, this irregularity being owing entirely to the dilatory 
proccedings of the gentlemen appointed by the Court to be Commissioners of Survey, in 
the performance of their duty and in the preparation of their Report. 

I considered it my duty, before closing the proceedings, to express from the Bench 
the censure of the Court on their conduct in this respect, and I have appended a copy of 
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my remarks on that occasion to the copy of the judgment which forms the first inclosure 
in this despatch. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 11. 


Judgment in the case of the barque “ Constancia.” 


THE case in which the Court is now called upon to pronounce judgment is that of the Uruguayan barque 
“ Constancia,’’ detained on the 15th of August last by Her Majesty's steamer “ Alecto,” in the Cameroon river, 
on a charge of being equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, in contravention of the Treaty of the 13th of 
July, 1839, between Great Britain and the Republic of the Uruguay. 

It appears from the ship's papers, and from the evidence which has been adduced, that the * Cunstancia,” 
formerly the American barque ‘ White Cloud,” but now the property of Antonio Jurue, an Uruguayan citizen, 
cleared trom the Havana on the 17th May last, for Monte Video, with a cargo consisting of aguardiente, bales of 
cloth, and general merchandize, amongst which thirty water-casks, 8,000 feet of pine planks, and eight bundles of 
buckets, are entered on the manifest. On the 15th August the “ Constancia” was detained in the Cameroon 
river on the West Coast of Africa, having on board, as appears from the Surveyor's report, planks sufficient to 
form a slave-deck containing an area of 1,754 superficial feet, with all the other materials requisite for constructing 
such deck, together with a large quantity of rice, calavances, and biscuit, very much more than requisite for the 
crew of the vessel, and being such food as is usually provided for slaves ; also a number of buckets fit to be used as 
mess-kids for slaves, as well as casks containing 6,832 gallons of water, and empty casks capable of holding 1,480 
gallons more, the whole capable of containing 8,312 gallons, a quantity enormously in excess of what would be 
required for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel. A paper has been laid before the Court by 
the capturing officer which he received from King Bell of the Cameroon river, and which purports to be a contract 
between Antonio Romanse, the supercargo of the “ Constancia,” and King Bell, and is signed by both those 
parties, by which King Bell engages to deliver to the above-mentioned Antonio Romanse, 400 slaves in return for 
goods received. This document has every appearance of being genuine, and as there is no claimant in this case, 
its authenticity has uot been denied, nor has any explanation been offered respecting it. It appears, then, that this 
vessel, which left Havana on the 17th May for Moute Video, was detained three months afterwards in the River 
Cameroon on the West Coast of Africa with four distinct articles of Slave Trade equipment on board, viz., 
materials for the construction of a slave-deck, an excessive quantity of water and of provisions, and mess-kids 
for feeding slaves. This accumulation of evidence against the “ Constancia” must necessarily afford conclusive 
proof that she was engaged in the Slave Trade, unless the Master can prove satisfactorily that notwithstanding the 
suspicious circumstances of the case, his vessel was at the time of her detention engaged in lawful commerce ; but 
the Master of the “ Constancia” has put in no claim for her restoration and has not attempted to reply to the evidence 
adduced against her. We will, however, take into consideration the statements which he has made in answer to 
the standing special interrogatories relative to the voyage of the ‘ Constancia,” and to his knowledge of the 
commercial transactions in which she was engaged. ‘The Master states that the command of the vessel was given 
by Antonio Jurue, two hours before sailing from the Havana, but that he does not know the name of the owner, 
and that although no one on board but himself had any control over the vessel or the cargo, he does not know who 
were the laders or owners of the cargo, or who were the cunsignees at the port of destination ; all these statements 
are manifestly incompatible with the fact of the vessel being bound on a legal voyage from Havana to Monte Video. 
With regard to the voyage of the ‘* Constancia,” the master simply states that whilst proceeding to Monte Video 
she sprang a leak, and encountering contrary winds he put into the nearest port for repairs, that port being the 
River Cameroon, the course of the vessel having been altered by advice of the two American pilots, or mates ; 
this attempt to account for the deviation of the vessel from her ostensible course is too absurd to require comment. 
Taking into consideration all the circumstances of this case. the Court is of opinion that it is conclusively established 
by the evidence that the “ Constancia ” was at the time of her detention engaged in the illicit Traffic in Slaves, and 
that her clearance from the Havana for Monte Video was a blind, under cover of which her slave plank and water- 
casks might be entered on the manifest without question, and her real destination, the Coast of Africa, might be 
concealed. We, therefore, condemn the barque ‘* Constancia,” together with her cargo, equipment, and stores, 
as good prize to the Crown of Great Britain and to the Republic of the Uruguay. 

(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
STEPHEN J. HILL. 
Mixed Court of Justice, Sierra Leone, October 29, 1860. 


Before closing the proceedings in this case, I regret that the Court feel bound to express their disapproval 
of the delay which has taken place in the preparation of the report of Survey on the ‘* Constancia” by the 
officers appointed to inspect that vessel. Whilst doing justice to the careful and accurate manner in which the 
report in question has been drawn up, the Court find it necessary to observe that by the dilatory proceedings of the 
Surveyors, a delay of more thana week has occurred in the adjudication of this vessel, which has occasioned the 
unavoidable infringment of the Article of the Treaty which stipulates that all cases shall, whenever practicable, be 
concluded within twenty days, and has entailed additional and unnecessary expense upon the captors. 

(Signed) G. SKELTON. 

Mixed Court of Justice, Sierra Leone, October 29, 1860. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 11. 


Evidence in the case of the barque “ Constancia.” 
Captor's Declaration. 


I, THE Undersigned, Henry James Raby, holding the rank of Commander in Her Britannic Majesty's 
navy, and commanding Her Majesty's ship “ Alecto,” duly authorised by the Treaty between Great Britain and 
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Monte Video, dated the 13th of July, 1839, for the suppression of the Slave Trade, do hereby declare that on the 
15th day of August, 1860, being in the Cameroon river, I seized the barque “ Constancia,” whereof Juan 
Rodrigues is master, for having violated the said Treaty; and I further declare that the vessel had on board, at 
the time of seizure, a crew of thirteen persons, no passengers, and no slaves, And I do also declare that 1 found 
this vessel in the following state: moored off King Bell's Town, River Cameroon, with a quantity of shingle 
ballast on-board, unusual for a merchant-vessel to have with a full cargo, 35 puncheons of fresh water, each 
capable of holding about 300 gallons of water, stowed underneath such of her cargo as was left on board in such a 
manner as to elude observation of a superficial observer. Remainder of cargo consisted of a great number of 
bags of rice and calavances, and several casks of beef: her sides were fitted with scantling for laying the end of a 
slave-deck, a quantity of spike nails, also four or five dozen pails, such as are usually used for feeding slaves 
out of, 
Given under my hand, this day of August, 1860. 
(Signed) HENRY J. RABY, Commander, Her Majesty's ship “ Alectu.” 


Affidavit of S.:zure. 


In the British and Uruguayan Mixed Court of Justice, Colony of Sierra Leone. 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the barque or vessel “ Constancia,” whereof Juan Rodrigues was 
master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize on board the same, taken by 
Her Majesty's steam-ship “ Alecto,’ Henry James Raby, Esq., Commander, and against all persons in general 
having any right, title, or interest therein. 

I, John E. Stokes, Lieutenant of Her Majesty's steam-ship ‘‘ Alecto,” Henry James Raby, Esq., Commander, 
being duly sworn, make oath and say as follows :-— 

1. That the said Commander is duly authorised and empowered, according to the Treaty entered into between 
Great Britain and Uruguay, signed at Monte Video the 13th of July, 1839, by a warrant from the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, to make seizures of Monte Videan vessels engaged in and equipped for the 
Slave Trade. 

2. That on the 12th day of August last the said Commander received a letter from Her Majesty's Acting 
Consul for the Bight of Biafra, informing him that he had seen a suspicious barque, under Monte Videan colours, 
laying in the Cameroon river, and that he had ascertained from King Bell of Bonny that she had come to the 
coast fer shipping slaves, and that the supercargo had landed the greater part of the cargo under a contract 
entered into with King Bell, and upon receiving this information while they were lying at Lagos they proceeded at 
once to the Cameroon river, where they arrived on the 15ih day of August last; and being obliged to anchor when 
nine miles off King Bell's Town the Commander detached the gig and whale-boat under the orders of Mr. Kelsall, 
the senior Lieutenant of Her Majesty's said steam-ship, who, upon his return, reported to the said Commander 
that he had taken possession of the said barque as he found her equipped for the Slave Trade ; and, on arriving off 
King Bell's ‘Town a few hours after, the said Commander proceeded on board and seized the said barque by reason 
of her being engaged in aud equipped for the Slave Trade, contrary to the provisions of the before-mentioned 
Treaty between Great Britain and Uruguay. 

3. That it was subsequently ascertained the said vessel was the late American barque “ White Cloud,” which 
had cleared from the Havana on the 16th of May last for Monte Video and Buenos Ayres, and had been 
reported by the Foreign Office as a vessel suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and that the name 
“ White Cloud” was still visible on her stern, although it had been painted over. 

4, That I was subsequently placed on board the said barque to take charge of her as prize officer; and 
upon inspecting her hold, I ascertained she had the following articles of Slave Trade equipment in it, viz.:—about 
134 pieces of loose plank and poles laid across the hold, fitted for forming a second or slave-deck ; about 150 
bacs of rice and calavances; 50 casks of salt fish, and 60 casks of coarse biscuit, being an extraordinary quantity 
of provisions beyond what would be requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel; about 
36 large water-casks, capable of containing 120 gallons of water each, more or less, being an extraordinary quantity ; 
no certificate having been produced by the master from the Custom-house at the place from which he cleared 
outwards, stating that security had been given by the owners of such vessel that such extra quantity of casks 
should only be used for the reception of palm oil, or for other purposes of lawful commerce ; about 40 mess- 
tubs and buckets, being a greater quantity than was requisite for the use of the crew of tle vessel as a merchant- 
vessel, 

5. That the papers now produecd, which were given or delivered up to the said Commander by the said master, 
are the whole of the documents, letters, and writings, found on board the said vessel at the time of her seizure; and that 
the whole of the said papers herein referred to are now brought and delivered up in the same plight and condition as 
when received by me from the said Commander, without any fraud, addition, subtraction, alteration, or embezzlement 
whatever, save the numbering and marking thereof, and which are hereunder specified and described, namely :— 

(1.) List of crew. 

(2.) Pass from Consul at Havana. 

(3.) Manifest of cargo. 

(4.) Billof health. 

(5.) Letter addressed to Monte Video, containing copy of the manifest of cargo. 

(6.) Letter, forwarding papers of “ Constancia,” formerly “ White Cloud.” 

(7.) Log-book. 

{8.) Memorandum of list of cargo. — 

6. That as the greater portion of the cargo had been landed previously to the seizure of the said barque, and 
was in the possession of King Bell, the Commander sent to him, and directed him to re-embark the whole of it, 
which he accordingly did, after allowing him to retain his customs, and sufficient to cover the expense of landing 
and reshipping the cargo. é 

7. That the several documents relating to the capture, namely, a declaration of the equipment, a declaration 
of the seizure, a declaration with the list of the crew, and a certificate of the papers found on board, are, to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, true and genuine. 

8. That the paper writing marked No. 9, now also produced, was delivered up to the Commander by King 
Bell, which purports to be a contract entered into between King Bell and the supercargo of the said barqne, for 
the purchase of 400 slaves, and which paper-writing is now delivered up in the same plight and condition as when 
received by me from the said Commander. 
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9. That upon my being sent on board the said barque in the evening of the 15th day of August, I found the 
master and two of the mates on board, who were left there to be brought up to this port; but on our calling at 
Fernando Po on the passage up, the two latter deserted from the vessel ; the remainder of the crew, ten in number, 
having been previously sent on shore at Bonny at their own request. 

10. Lastly, that no change has taken place in the said barque since the time of seizure save and except the 
use of provisions, fuel, and water, on the passage up, and the desertion of the two mates, as aforesaid, the master 
having been brought to this port, where I arrived in the said barque on the 3rd day of October instant. 

(Signed) JOHN E. STOKES, Lieutenant, R.N. 
a8 On the 5th day of October, 1860, the said Lieutenant John E. Stokes was duly sworn to the truth of this 
affidavit. 
Before me, 
(Signed) Wo. Situ, Registrar. 





Examination of the Master on standing and standing special interrogatories. 


In the case of the Uruguayan barque ‘“ Constancia,” Juai Rodrigues master, Saturday, October 6, 1860. 

Juan Rodrigues, master of the said vessel, being produced, sworn, and examined on standing and standing 
special interrogatories, deposeth and saith as follows, viz. :— 

That he was born in Bilbao, in the Province of Vizcaya in Spain. Has always resided in Bilbao. Is a 
Spanish subject, and has never been the subject of any other State. Is not married. Don Antonio Jurue 
appointed witness to the command of the detained vessel. He lives in Havana. Witness does not know of what 
State he is a subject. Possession of the vessel was delivered to witness at Havana by the said Antonio Jurue on 
the 17th or 18th of May last. He knew the vessel only two hours before she sailed from Havana, when and 
where he first saw her. Does not know where she was built. Witness was present at the time of seizure. Docs 
not know for what reason she was detained. Snailed under Monte Videan colours, and had no others. ‘That the 
name of the detained vessel is “* Constancia.” Has borne that name since he has known her. Does not know 
whether she has been called by any other name. Witness thinks she is about 300 tons burthen. There were 
twelve officers and mariners on board, exclusive of witness. ‘They were Amcricans, English, Portuguese, Cubans, 
and Dutch. Does not know who hired and shipped them; but found them on board when he tock charge of the 
vessel at Havana in May last. He docs not know whether any of the officers or mariners on board had any share 
or interest in the vessel and her lading. Was master on board. ‘There was one passenger by the name of Don 
Antonio, whom witness found on board at Havana. He is a Spaniard, and believes he is a mariner. Don Antonio 
was bound to Monte Video, but does not know upon what business. The said passenger had no authority or 
concern, directly or indirectly, respecting the detained vessel. ‘The voyage began at Havana, and was to have 
ended either at Monte Video or Buenos Ayres. Havana was the last clearing port. The detained vessel was 
proceeding to Monte Video when she sprung a leak, and encountering with contrary winds she was put into the 
nearest port for repairs, which was the River Cameroons. The course of the vessel was altered by the advice of 
the two American pilots under whose management she sailed. The whole of the cargo was lauded at Cameroons 
for the purpose of caulking the vessel. With the advice of the two American pilots, the cargo was placed under 
the care of King Bell while the vessel was being repaired. The capturing-vessel was first seen in the River 
Cameroons on the morning of the 15th August last, on which day the “ Consfancia” was detained. She was at 
anchor at the time. There are no guns mounted on board, uecither were there any arms or ammunition. No 
resistance was made at the time of capture, nor were there any instructions to destroy, conceal, or refuse to deliver 
up any of the ship’s papers. Witness does not know the name of the owner of the detained vessel. He only saw 
him twice for a few hours in Havana. Thinks he resides in that place, but is not certain. Does not know of 
what nation he is a subject. He does not know whether there was any bill of sale, nor the price paid for the 
vessel. Believes that if she is restored she will belong to the owner mentioned in the ship’s papers. That the 
cargo having been shipped in Havana by the two American pilots previous to witness joining the vessel, he 
does not know who were the laders, owners, and consignees of it, nor on whose account and benefit. He docs not 
know the lading of the vessel on her last voyage, nor where it was shipped. The present cargo consists of 
aguardiente, bales and boxes of merchandize, iron bars, water-casks, and boards, which witness saw landed in 
Cameroons. Witness believes that all the papers found on board the detained vessel are entirely true and fair. 
Knows of nothing to affect their credit. None of the papers that were on board the vessel at the time she took her 
departure from the last clearing port, and previous to capture, have been burnt, torn, thrown overboard, destroyed, 
cancelled, or made away with. ‘There are no papers relative to the vessel and cargo in any other country to 
witness's knowledge. He does not know whether there was any charter-party, Witness docs not know whether 
the vessel and cargo are insured. Bulk was broken at Cameroons, where all the cargo was landed. No slave or 
slaves have been put on board for the purpose of the Traffic in Slaves during the voyage. ‘That all the cabin 
stores, sails, and a boat of the detained vessel were taken to Her Majesty's steamer “ Alecto” at the time of 
seizure. ‘That since the ‘ Constancia’s” arrival at this port, the prize officer has taken from her a boat-load of 
provisions to Her Majesty’s steamer “ Prometheus.” Witness also missed one of the boats of the vessel this 
morning. He does not know the rank of the officer who conducted the search. He has been well treated. 


Standing Special Interrogatories. 


The hatches of the vessel are not fitted with open gratings. The combings of the hatchways are not bored, 
nor are there any iron bolts or bars to fit them. There are no bulk-heads in the hold of the detained vessel. The 
cabin and forecastle are on deck. There are no bunks. That there are spare planks on board, but cannot tell 
the quantity. They are entered on the manifest as part of the cargo. There is no slave-deck laid. There are no 
shackles, bolts. or handcuffs on board. Witness thinks there ave thirty-six water-casks on board. Had no other 
means of carrying water. He does not know what these casks are capable of containing, but they were required 
for the use of the crew. Thinks there were ten or twelve pipes of water on board at the time of capture. ‘There 
are only two mess-tubs on board for the use of the officers and crew. There are no copper or iron boilers on 
board, but there is one saucepan. There are calavances, rice, biscuit, and salt-beef on board; witness cannot 
tell what quantity. They form part of the cargo. 

(Signed) JUAN RODRIGUES. 


This examination was taken, and the truth thereof sworn to, through the interpretation of Alexander 
Boucaud, who was first duly sworn faithfully to interpret between the parties in this cause. 
(Signed) ALEXANDER Boucaup. 
Before me, 
(Signed) Wo. Sirn, Registrar. 
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Prize Officer's Affidavit. 

In the British and Uruguayan Mixed Court of Justice, Colony of Sierra Leone. 

In the case of the barque ‘‘ Constancia,” Juan Rodrigues master. 

I, John E. Stokes, Lieutenant of Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Alecto,” and prize officer of the said barque, 
make oath and say, as follows :— 

1. That in the answer of Juan Rodrigues, the master of the said barque, to the 23rd Interrogatory, he has 
steted that several articles were taken from the said barque at the time of her seizure, and that other articles were 
also taken from her and sent on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Prometheus” since her arrival in this port; and, 
in reply to these statements, I declare that I never saw any cabin stores whatever removed from the said barque, 
neither do I believe that any were taken from her by the “ Alecto” at the time of seizure. I was not sent on 
board the said barque until the evening of the 15th of August last, and she was detained by the “ Alecto”’ about 
2 o'clock in the afternoon, and between that time and my leaving the “ Alecto ” nothing whatever came on board 
“a nee fic the said barque, and, after I took charge, nothing could have been removed from her without my 

nowledge. 


2. That a small dingy and three studding sails were taken from the barque on her arrival at Fernando Po, 
and were detained on board the “ Alecto.” 

3. That the boat-load of provisions alluded to by the said master consisted only of the articles hereinafter 
mentioned. The officers of Her Majesty's ship ‘‘ Prometheus” applied to me for a barrel of flour, stating that 
they could not purchase that article on shore. I therefore allowed tom to take it, and also a bag of calavances, 
intending to enter the same in the inventory to be taken with the Marshal. 

4. That the boat, which was fastened to the ladder at the side of the vessel for ship's use, went adrift during 
the night of Friday last, which the said master well knew of, of which I informed both the Marshal and 
Mr. Dougan, and I was requested by the latter gentleman to note the circumstance in the inventory when 
taken. 


(Signed) JOHN E. STOKES, Lieutenant, R.N. 


On the 12th day of October, 1860, the said Lieutenant John E. Stokes was duly sworn to the truth of this 
affidavit. 


Before me, 
(Signed) Wo. Situ, Registrar. 


Report of Survey. 
In the case of the barque “* Constancia,” whereof Juan Rodrigues was master. 
To their Honours the Judges of the said Court. 


In pursuance of a Commission of Survey and Inspection to us directed dated the 8th day of October, 1860, 
we proceeded on board the said vessel * Constancia” on the 16th day of October (she having been reported 
ready for inspection on the 15th), when we inspected everything, as far as we could go on, a large quantity of 
stone ballast being in the bottom of the vessel; this we requested the Marshal to have removed, to enable us to 
search the vessel throughout. 


On the 18th of October we again proceeded on board the said vessel, and carefully and minutely examined 
and surveyed every part of the said vessel. 

On the 20th of October we proceeded to the yard and stores of the Marshs’, where we carefully and minutely 
examined and surveyed that part of the equipment which we were informed, and vc.i| believe, was landed from the 
said vessel by the Marshal of the said Court ; the whole being done in accordance” \. \. the instructions laid down in 
the said Commission, particularly as regards Article IX of the Treaty between Her Britannic Majesty and the 
Oriental Republic of Uruguay, signed at Monte Video on the 13th day of July, 1839, and do report as 
follows, viz. :— 

1. We found main and fore hatchways with close hatches, usual in merchant-vessels; we also found two 
openings or scuttles, one in the after cabin and one abaft the cabin round-house, leading down into the store-room 
under the cabin, which is abaft the only bulk-head in the vessel ; also ove fore-scuttle or opening leading down 
into the chain-locker, and as the chain-locker is not boarded up to the deck, it would serve as a ventilator to the 
fore-hold. 

2. We found only one division or bulk-head, that separating the store-room under the cabin from the main 
hold, which is otherwise clear fore and aft, the captain’s and sailors’ cabins being on deck, and contained in after 
and fore round-houses. 

8. We found in the yard of the Marshal, stated by him to have been landed from the said vessel 
“ Constancia,” 162 pine boards, averaging thirteen feet in length by ten inches in width, and one and a quarter 
inch in thickness, equal to 1,754 feet superficial measure ; and we found in the same yard, also stated by the 
Marshal to have been landed from the ould veel, eight rough spars, one side of each of which is straightened, as if 
for the reception of a deck, and are respectively of the length of 20 feet, 21 feet 1 inch, 20 feet 9 inches, 20 feet 
6 inches, 19 feet, 10 feet, 10 feet, and the eighth spar being partly under the spirit casks stowed away in the Marshal’s 
stores, we were unable to measure it, but it appeared to be equal to the longest of those we did measure, 
averaging a girth of about sixteen inches; these beams are numbered on the straight surface sides, but we did not 
find corresponding numbers on the sides of the vessel, and we found a thick plank or stringer on each side of the 
hold, built with the vessel, at an average distance of 5 feet 4 inches from the under part of the upper deck, 
and projecting 3 inches from the ceiling or sides of the vessel, and well adapted to lay pages” beams upon for 
the purpose of laying a slave-deck, and leaving abundance of room underneath for water and provisions; and 
although the spars or beams we measured are not.of sufficient length to go across the broadest part of the hold, which 
is about 23 feet 4 inches, it was very easy to supply the few longer beams required either from the shore or from 
the spare spars, of which there are several on board; supposing a deck to be laid from the only and after bulk- 
head to the stem, the superficial surface, excluding masts, pump-well, and chain-locker, would give as nearly 
as possible the superficigl! contents of the boards we found; we also found a box containing about 150 Ibs. weight 
of mixed spikes and nails, well adapted for fastening such a deck, and such as is common in slave-vessels. 

4. We found no handcuffs, bolts, or shackles. 

5 and 6. We found twenty-six pipes of water in the hold, containing 6,832 gallons of fresh water, and four 

water-casks on deck capable of containing 400 gallons ; and we found in the Marshal's charge on shore, which we 
were assured by him were brought on shore from the said vessel, six water-caska capable of containing 140 gallons 
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each, and two water-casks capable of containing 120 gallons each; these eight casks being capable of 
containing 1,080 gallons, and the whole, viz., twenty-six casks in the hold, containing 6,832 gallons of fresh 
water, twelve water-casks empty on board and on shore capable of containing 1,480 gallons, in all, 8,312 gallons, 
old measure, being a much larger quantity of water and of water-casks than is necessary for the use of a vessel 
engaged in lawful trade. a‘ 

7. We found no wooden mess-tubs or kids, but we found thirty-two small painted buckets, such as are brought 
out in American vessels for sale; these would answer well for mess-kids to eat out of, and as the quantity is too 
few for mercantile purposes it is but reasonable to suppose they were intended for that purpose ; eleven tin pannikins 
and six poopoo-tubs such as are usual in slaverues, 

8. We found the cooking place in the after part of the round-house appointed for the sailors, being such as is 
usual in merchant-vessels ; connected with this, we found two iron boilers capable of containing nine gallons each, 
but at sea, and with much motion of the vessel, would not contain more than six or seven gallons, one tin boiler 
(leaky) capable of containing five gallons, but with much motion not more than three to four gallons, and one 
large tin tea-kettle, the whole not being more than sufficient for the use of the crew as a merchant-vessel. 

9. We found in the stores of the Marshal, which he stated he had landed from the said vessel, forty-eight bags 
of rice, a full bag weighing 200 lbs., but as many of the bags were partly rotten and empty, we consider an 
allowance of one-eighth will be fair, both as respects the rice and calavances. . 








Ibs. Ibs. 
48 bags of 200 Ibs. .. ne os ore ie 9,600 
Deduct one-eighth .. ee ey a ai 1,200 
- 8,400 
54 bags of calavances in the same condition, a full bag weigh- 
ing 170 lbs... na és or es 9,450 
Deduct one-eighth .. ne ‘i ae aie 1,181 
+ 8,269 
78 casks of biscuit .. ar oe és +. Gross 178 
‘Tare 52 
Net 126 
een 9,828 


These articles being very much more than is requisite for the use of the crew of such a vessel, and are such as 
are usual in slave-vessels. 

We also found ten barrels of salt provisions, eleven large cases of cod-fish not in good order, sixty-six small 
cases of smoked herrings ditto, a small quantity of split peas, coffee, olive oil in jars, &c.;a part of these were 
evidently for the use of the crew, a part for sale, and a part (the cod-fish) might be used for seasoning food for 
slaves, as cod-fish in tubs and cases has been frequently found in vessels which have been captured with slaves, and 
brought to this Colony for adjudication. 

The said vessel the ‘ Constancia” is barque-rigged; there is nothing peculiar about her construction ; is 
apparently American built. She is an old vessel, and her keelson being decayed a strengthening piece or rider has 
been placed upon the top of the old keelson ; this has been done at least several months ago, as we took a piece of 
it off to ascertain the fact ; she is not leaky, nor have any recent repairs been done to her, neither does she appear 
to require any (except she was rebuilt). Her cargo consists principally of rum, afew bales of common cotton goods, 
apparently American manufacture, some iron bars, and cutlasses ; plainly showing that a part of it must have been 
landed, as there is neither sufficient cargo on board for the purpose of lawful commerce, nor for the purchase of 
slaves. 

And we do hereby declare that we have taken this survey, as minutely, impartially, and correctly as we were 
able to do, and that we are ready to make oath to the same if required. 

Given under our hands at Freetown in the Colony aforesaid, this 26th day of October, 1860. 

(Signed) JOHN McCORMACK,] 
THOS. PIKE, on 


On the 27th day of July, 1860, John McCormack and Thomas Pike were respectively sworn to the truth, 
impartiality, and correctness of the foregoing survey. 
Before me, 
(Signed) Wo. Situ, Registrar. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 11. 
Description of the Ship's Papers in the case of the barque “ Constancia.” 


1. PASSPORT from the Uruguayan Consul at Havana, J. Pedemonte, for the barque “‘ Constancia,” of 
- tons burthen, sold to Don Antonio Jurue, a citizen of the Republic of the Uruguay, dated at Havana, 
ay 15, 1860. 

Yo. Muster-roll for the said vessel with a crew of twelve men exclusive of the master, bound from Havana to 
Buenos Ayres and Monte Video. This document is certified to under the hand and seal of the Uruguayan Consul, 
at Havana, J. Pedemonte. 

3. Manifest of the cargo of the barque “ Constancia” of Montevideo, Juan Rodrigues, master, bound from 
Havana to Monte Video and Buenos Ayres. Dated at the Uruguayan Consulate at Havana, May 15, 1860. 

4. Clean Bill of Health dated at Havana, May 16, 1860, endorsed by the Uruguayan Consul on the same 
day 


5. Log-book commencing at Havana on the 17th May, and ending on the 10th August, 1860. 


Crass A ¢ 
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Agreement between King Bell and the Supercargo of the “ Constancia.” 
( Translation.) 
I, the supercargo of the barque ‘‘ Constancia,” make the agreement with King Be'l that he is to give me 400 
slaves for the goods delivered to him, in which case he engages to deliver them as soon as possible, and on behalf 


of the “ Constancia " I give this in Cameroon. 
(Signed) ANTONIO ROMANSE. 
July 31, 1860. 


Cameroons, July 31, 1860. 
I MADE my “contrich” with ship-master to give 400 men for the goods he give me, soon as possible, to 
my | * }. 
yO] (Signed) KING BELL. 





No. 12. 
Her Mujesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell, No. 41, November 14, 1860. 
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No. 18. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 12.) 
(Separate. 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, November 15, 1860. 

I BEG to inform your Lordship that my health has suffered considerably from the 
effects of the two unhealthy seasons through which I have passed since my return to this 
Colony in January 1859; and that I am desirous of availing myself, some time in the 
early part of next year, of the special leave of absence for two months to go to Madeira, 
which was granted to me by Mr. Hammond’s letter of the 10th of February, 1857. 

I beg, however, to represent to your Lordship, that as the departure of the homeward 
mail from this Colony takes place eleven days later in the month than the arrival of the 
outward packet, I must necessarily, in order to return to my post within the prescribed 
time, lose that number of days out of the nominal period of my leave of absence; and 
owing to this circumstance, and to the time consumed in the passage to Madeira and back, 
J shall barely be able to remain four weeks in that island—a space of time insufficient to 
be of much benefit to me. 

I shall therefore esteem it as a great favour if your Lordship will be so good as to 
grant me an extension of three weeks to the full period of two months, by which means I 
shall be able to defer my departure from Madeira for a month, and shall, I trust, have 
sufficient time to derive considerable benefit from the change of air. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


SS 


No. 14. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell. (Received December 12.) 


(No. 6. Spain.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, November 20, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that Don Ramon Maria de San Juan, 
the newly-appointed Judge on the part of Her Catholic Majesty in the British and Spanish 
Mixed Court of Justice in this Colony, arrived here by the last mail; and that having 
produced his Commission, he took the usual oath of office before the Chief Justice on the 
19th instant. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


* The word in the original is unintelligible. 
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No. 15. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge, No. 35, December 20, 1860. 
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No. 16. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to Lord J. Russell.—-(Received December 12.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, 2 Sierra Leone, November 13, 1860. 


1 HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, a letter received 
from the Acting Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-ship ‘‘ Prometheus,” containing most 
interesting information relative to several captures made by the United States’ vessels of 
war on this coast, resulting in the release from slavery of no less than 4,200 natives during 
the months of September and October. 

I beg leave to add that, in accordance with the request contained in Mr. Murray’s 
despatch No. 3 of the 23rd of August, 1860, [ requested Commander Hollingworth to call 
at Monrovia, from which place he brought the archives of the British Consulate, and 
delivered them over to my care. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 





Inclosure in No. 16. 
Acting Commander Hollingworth to Her Majesty's Acting Judge. 


Sir, «« Prometheus,” Sierra Leone, November 9, 1860. 

IN compliance with your Excellency’s request of the 23rd.of October last, I proceeded to Monrovia, where I 
arrived on the 26th, and delivered your letter to Mr. Roberts, Acting British Consul, and received from him the 
archives of the Consulate. 

Whilst there, a brigantine called the “ Bonetta” arrived, with 620 slaves on board, a prize to the United 
States’ corvette ‘San Jacinto.” This makes the sixth that had arrived in that port during the months of Septem- 
ber and October. The names of them, as far us I could learn, were the barque “ Cova,” 750 slaves ; ship 
“ Eyrie,” 950 slaves; barque “ Storm King,” 800 slaves; brig, name unknown, 430 slaves; barque, name 
unknown, 630 slaves ; “ Bonetia,” brigantine, 620 slaves ; making a total of 4,200 landed, the vessels being sent 
to New York for adjudication. 

I called at Cape Palmas after leaving Monrovia, and found that place very thriving, the only complaint being 
that there is no British Consul or Agent. I think that in consequence of the great number of shipping that 
annually touch there (to the amount of sometimes 200) on their way up and down the coast, to enter or discharge 
their kroomen, that there should be some British authorized person to settle the continued disputes between the 
masters and men. 

From there being none there, a barque called the “ Queen of the Isles” left for Liverpool, with a full cargo, 
with only ten men on board, six of whom were down with fever, besides the captain, who was left behind at Palmas, 
sick. She ought not to have been allowed to leave in that state; but there was no one there to prevent it. 

_ At Monrovia, there is so little British trade that they do not need a Consul; but I certainly think there 
ought to be a Vice-Consul at Palmas. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. HOLLINGWORTH. 
No. 17. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 12.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, November 14, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that a barque called the “ Constancia,” 
American-built, and formerly named the ‘‘ White Cloud,” carrying the flag of Monte Video, 
was taken in the River Cameroons on the 15th of August last, by Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop ‘‘Alecto,” Commander Henry James Raby, and sent up here for adjudication. 

The ‘Constancia” arrived here on the 3rd ultimo, was put into the Mixed Court of 
Commission of Great Britain and the Oriental Republic of Uruguay on the 5th of October, 
and condemned as a lawful prize, being equipped for the Slave Trade, on the 29th of the 
same month. 


I beg leave to add, that I officiated with Her Majesty’s Commissioner throughout 
C2 
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this trial; and I trust your Lordship will consider my services deserving of the usual 
remuneration granted in such cases. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 





No. 18. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 12.) 


(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, November 21, 1860. 

THE mail leaving to-day affords me but time to report briefly, for your Lordship’s 
information, that a brig, American-built, name.and nation unknown, showing no colours, 
was towed into harbour this day by Her Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘‘ Espoir,” Commander 
Douglas. 

I received on the 15th instant from a British merchant. trader in the Sherbro, informa- 
tion to the following effect : ‘‘ A slave-vessel landed last week at the Gallinas 1,000/. cash 
for slaves. I believe she is a brig, very fast, sails thirteen knots ; I believe, Spanish, and 
from Teneriffe; she is expected back next week. Your Excellency must not let it be 
ory that I gave you this information, as if it was known my life and property would be 
at stake.” 

On the receipt of this communication, I at once dispatched a canoe with a letter to 
the Commander of the “ Espoir,’’ then lying at the Banana Island ; and | received the note 
inclosed marked No. 1. This morning I had the satisfaction to receive the note from 
Commander Douglas No. 2. 

I would respectfully suggest for your Lordship’s favourable consideration whether it 
would not be advisable, to ensure correct information in future, to offer the British trader 
on whose information this slave-brig has been taken, a present from your Lordship. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 18. 
Commander Douglas to Her Majesty’s Acting Judge. 


My dear Sir, Banana Islands, November 15, 1860. 
MANY thanks for your information about the slaver. I shall, if possible, act upon it. My people are, I 
am glad to say, all getting better: but they are yet far from well, and I am not fit to do much myself. 
Believe me, &c. 
(Signed) SHOTTO DOUGLAS. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 18. 
Commander Douglas to Her Majesty's Acting Judge. 


Dear Sir, “ Espoir,” November 21, 1860. 

I AM happy to inform you that J succeeded in falling in with the brig of which you gave me the 
information. 

I proceeded to the Gallinas, off which river I found the American schooner “Quail” at anchor. He had 
information of the vessel, and was waiting for him. He told me he was expected in that evening. 

On this information, I took a turn to seaward, in hopes of falling in with him; but not finding him, I gave 
up the search, and was on my return to Sierra Leone, when, on Monday morning, I fell in with him off the Shebar 
river. He was at the time standing in for the land, and intended to ship his cargo (250) that night. He had no 
colours or papers ; but he is from the Havana: a very fine brig. From what I can understand, it was not far from 
the Shebar river that his cargo was waiting for him. The captain was on shore at the time of the pe 

I am as yet far from well; but if J find myself well enough in the course of the day, I will do myself the 


pleasure of calling on you. 
(Signed) SHOTTO DOUGLAS. 
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No. 19. 
Lord J. Russell to. Her Majesty’s Acting Judge. 


(Separate and Secret.) 
Sir, _. Foreign Office, December 31, 1860. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 4 of the 21st ultimo, and I concur in your 
suggestion that it would be advisable to offer a present to the person who furnished you 
with the information that led to the recent capture of a slave- vessel by Her Majesty’s ship 
‘ Espoir.” 

NT aboal be glad to learn from you the nature and the value of the present that you 
would suggest should be offered to your informant. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


( 4 ) i 


HAVANA. 


No. 20. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 29.) 


(No. 13.) 
My Lord, Havana, September 30, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour of transmitting herewith to your Lordship a list of seventy-three 
vessels which are reported to have sailed or to be fitting out for the coast of Africa since 
the 30th of September, 1858. 

Of these, 34 are American, 28 Spanish, 5 Mexican, 4 Chilian, 1 French, and 1 was 
put under Uruguay colours, but all of them are bond fide the property of parties residing 
in Cuba, mostly Spaniards. 

From the reports which have hitherto reached me it appears that 14 have been 
captured by British cruizers, 7 by United States’ cruizers, 1 by a Spanish schooner of war, 
making 22 captured: 1 was lost on the Florida Reefs, 9 landed their cargoes of slaves in 
Cuba, 4 are still in Havana harbour, and 37 are not accounted for :—in all, 73 vessels. 

Considering the great increase of the Slave Trade, and the numerous Associations 
which exist for its continuance, I look upon this list as being very incomplete. 

By far the greater portion of the vessels to be employed in the Slave Trade are fitted 
out in the United States, one of the chief objects of the traders being to obtain the use of 
the flag of that country ; and here the facilities for making the necessary preparations at the 
outports and at the quays are so great, that the vigilance of Her Majesty’s officers is 
constantly baffled. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 


Inclosure in No, 20. 


List of Vessels reported to have Sailed from Cuba to be employed in the Slave Trade since September 30, 1858. 












Nation. Name of Vessel. Cleared for, &c. 




































































































Sailing. 
1858 r 
Oct. Spanish... .. | Brig . ++| Dorado .. = Mariel .. és x aon January 16, 1859, off Whydah, by “ Sharp- 
shooter.” 
” Ditto + ig Ditto oo ++] Pancho .. ne er No clearance ‘a ..| Landed 500 slaves at the Ensenada de los Cochinos. 
Nov. 2 | American .. ..| Schooner .. -+|S. H. Townsend .. ag 182 | New Orleans and St. Thomas.| Captured, July 26, 1859, by ** Archer.” 
” 4 | Ditto - ..| Barque --| Emma Lincoln... ie 298 | New York we ..| Captured by United States” sloop “ Marion.” 
» 15 | Ditto wa ..| Ditto oe --| Ardennes . a oe| 231 | River Zaire Ditto. 
” 15 | Ditto pe .. | Brig oe -+| Mianus .. ee ity 169 | Portland... pees ..| Cargo, 101 pipes aguardiente. 
Dec. 20 | Ditto i ..|Barque .. ++ | Julia J. Cobb ea wis 807 | St. Thomas ie ..| Landed 640 slaves at Canasi, May 29, 1859. 
” 22 | Ditto ss .| Schooner .. -»| W. L. Montague Charleston ae ..| Captured on her second trip. 
1859 
Jan. 30 | Ditto és -+| Barque -| Antelope . Remedios, from New York ba ee June 15, off Killongo, by Her Majesty's ship 
“ Antelope.” 
- 12 | Ditto “ »| Brig as .» | Brownsville es New Orleans an .| Landed a cargo of slaves at Canasi, in August. 
* 20 | Ditto ee +-| Barque.. «+| Ottawa .. = ae 227 | Mobile .. ¢ .. | Vessel owned here. 
Feb. 3 | Spanish .. «.| Schooner .. +-|Regla .. is es 90 | Coastwise 3a «.| Captured, May 4, by “ Triton.” 
a 6 | Ditto oo --| Brig ue ..| Fenix .. ie xe 256 | Curagoa.. ae ..| Doubtful if this vessel went to Africa. 
Mar. 4| Mexican .. ..| Barque .|Laura .. ‘es «.| 206 | New Orleans Went from New Orleans to the Congo, and was captured, 
August 9, by Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer.” 
| 12 | Spanish .. «-| Schooner USO a es oe Cardenas . Painted green, with red moulding. . 
» 21 | Ditto e . | Brig ie .. | Esperanza ii iis 200 |Sagua .. ve ..| Captured, July 16, by Her Majesty's ship “ Pluto.” 
Apr. 4 | American .. -. | Ship as ..| Rebecca . se, ‘i 534 | From New Orleans, for the | Landed 550 slaves at Camarioca, October 12, 1859. 
Congo 
et 9/Chilian .. ..| Ditto iy .-| Eloise .. si as 487 | Hong te - ..| Landed 750 slaves at La Teja, November 1859. This 
vessel was heavily armed, and was commanded by the 
notorious Captain Eugenio Viiias. The negroes were 
of the tribe Maqua, and it was reported that the cargo 
consisted of 1,200 negroes, of whom 400 were thrown 
overboard on account of scarcity of water. This story, 
however, turned out to be untrue, Vilas having trans- 
ferred the negroes to another of his vessels, a brig, 
which landed them at Guanténamo. 
i 10 | American .. .-| Brig er «.| Cygnet .. si aie 199 | From Cardenas for Portland .| Landed 600 slaves at Sagua, and was captured, empty, 
by the United States’ steamer “Mohawk,” December 
m 19 | Ditto » .. +»! Ditto a ..!|W.M. Grotton .. Sa 240 | San Thomé. 


“VNVAVH 


SI 














Date 
of 
Sailing. 





” 9 
” 12 
” 21 
July 2 
” 27 
Aug. 14 
” 
Sept. 
” 8 
” 8 
” 8 
” 24 
” 24 
Oct. 14 
Nov. 20 
” 20 
” 21 
” 23 
” 23 
” 24 
Nov. 
Dee. 19 
” 19 


American .. 
Spanish 
Ditto 
American .. 


Spanish .. 
Ditto a 
Mexican .. 
Spanish 

American .. 
Spanish 

Ditto as 
American .. 
Chilian .. 
Spanish .. 


American .. 


Spanish... 
American .. 
Mexican .. 
American 
Ditto 

Ditto a 


Ditto oe 
Mexican 


Spanish... 
Chilian 


American .. 


Spanish .. 


.. | Brig 

..| Ditto . 

..| Ditto 

.»| Schooner . 
. | Barque 


| Schooner 





-| Ship 


Brig 


Class. 
Brig ae 
Ditto oa 
Schooner ., 
Ditto sie 


Schooner .. 


Brigantine .. 


Brigantine . 


Schooner . 
Barque . 


Brig . 


Barque < 
Brig . 
Ditto 

Barque 


Schooner 
Barque 
Ship . 


Brig . 


Ditto 


List of Vessels reported to have sailed from Cuba, &c.—continued. 





Name of Vessel. 





Lillie Mills 


-| Dos Hermanos 


Juana... 


- | Enterprise 


Antonio alias Josefita 


Villa de Toccoa 


Eloisa alias Crimea 


Eco, former!y the Belgian brig 
“ Rubens of Antwerp” 


Tavernier 
Audaz 
Angelita . 


- | Corinthian 
.| Lamar, formerly 
brig “ W. H. Stewart” 


.| Nicolasa . 
-| Louisa. 


oo 


San José . 
Pamphylia 


Rosario alias Tallulah 


Maryland 
Red Eagle 
William ,. 


.| C. S. Pennell 


Oriente .. 
Nicolasa . 
Eloisa .. 


W. R. Kibby 


Micaelita . 





American 


190 





107 


Tons. | 











Cleared for, &c. 





San Paulo de Loan 


Canaries . 
No clearance 
Carthagena 


St. Domingo. 
Genoa .. 


La Guaira 


Fernando Po 
New York. 


No clearance, 
Sailed from Cardenas. 


Valparaiso 


Sailed from Cardenas 


San Thomas 
Omoa 
Tampico . 
Laguna. 
Ditto. 

San Thomé 


New Orleans 
Laguna .. 
Tampico. 
No clearance 


New York 


Tampico. 








Remarks. 








Captured, og 20, near Ambrizette, by “ Archer.” 

Captured by Her Majesty's ship “ Triton.” 

Captured, August 17, in Mayumba Bay, by ‘‘ Archer.” 

This vessel was stranded on the Florida reefs by the 
crew, after murdering the master, Morantes, and they 
were seized by the United States’ revenue cutter, 
“ John Appleton,” and taken to Key West. 


Cleared in ballast. 

Captured, September 24, by ‘ Archer.” 

No clearance. Captured by ‘ Lynx,” on East Coast of 
Africa. . 

Captured, with 518 slaves on board, by “ Viper.” 


Captured, February 2, 1860, by Her Majesty's ship 
“ Archer.” 


Captured, with 297 slaves on board, by Her Catholic 
Majesty’s schooner “Cristina,” near Cardenas. 

Sailed from Matanzas. 

Captured, with 700 slaves on board, by “ Triton.” 

Captured by “ Arrogant.” 


Captured off the Isle of Pines, with 513 slaves on board, 
by the United States’ steamer ‘‘ Wyandotte.” 

Doubtful if this vessel went to Africa. 

Crew 18; passengers 8. 


After landing her first cargo at La Teja this vessel again 
proceeded to the coast of Africa, and returned with 
another cargo of slaves, which was landed at Canasi, 
in August 1860. The vessel was then burnt. 

Landed 500 slaves, and was captured, July 25, 1860, off 
Anguilla, by the United States’ steamer ‘‘ Crusader.” 
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List of Vessels reported to have sailed from Cuba, &c.—continued. 







Date 
































































































































































of Nation. Class. Name of Vessel. Cleared for, &c. Remarks. 
Sailing. 
1860 
Jan. 5 | American .. Senator .. a oo 218 | New York | Captain Weeks. Doubtful if this vessel ever went to 
Africa. 
» 9|Spanish .. .| Casualidad alias la de Car- 216 | Mobile. 
denas 

ma 26 | American .. we ..| Triton .. _ a 151 | New Orleans 5 -.| Captured, July 16, by United States’ steamer “ Mystic.” 
Feb. 17 | Ditto as aa .| W. C. Clarke aie ms 277 | Remedios . 1 ..| Captain Daggett. 
Mar. 3 | Spanish .. Se America . ie i aa ai “ = ..| Landed 320 slaves, in September, at Ensenada de los 

» 8|Chiliam  .. Manuela, formerly American 702 | Hong Kong. Cochinos. 

ship “* Sunny South” 

% Spanish .. = .| Joven Antonia we a 186 | Sailed from Cardenas This vessel went to Africa; returned with a cargo, and 
was proceeding on a second voyage, when captured, 
August 15, near Nuevitas, by the United States’ 
steamer “ Mohawk.” 

ie 10 | American .. wi Eagle of Baltimore . a 190 | Pensacola. 

” 22 | Ditto ze ae . | Ellerslie alias C. Rios a 400 | Hong Kong .| Sailed from Matanzas under Mexican colours. 

‘ Ditto és Pr «| James Ross or =a 115 | Charleston. 

Apr. 7 | Spanish .. sisi .. | Constancia ais <i 239 | Baltimore. 

4 8 | Ditto «x “es i ..| Nicolasa . res acy 90 | St. Domingo a ..| Crew 9; passengers 6. 

” 11 | American . Ship .-| Erie ae ae = 458 | Ambriz .. ee ..| Cargo, 200 pipes rum (?); captured, August 8, by the 
United States’ ship “ Mohican,” with 800 slaves, near 
the Congo. 

” 17 | Spanish. .. | Brig oe ..| Luisito .. oe ae 163 | Sagua. 

May 17 | Uruguay .. .»| Ship be .. | Constaneia alias White Cloud | 284 | Monte Video. 
June Spanish .. ++ | Sloop we .. | Manuelita ey 5S 120 | No clearance ex .+| This vessel was converted from a schooner into a sloop, 

. and probably changed her name. 

ns 26 | American .. -+| Brig = .. | Cosmopolite a a 190 | From Cardenas for New York | Vessel owned in Cardenas. 
” 20 | Spanish -| Ditto “e ..| Alberto .. Eas on 120 | Cadiz .. aie ..| This vessel having been employed in the coasting trade 
here, and being of light draught, will probably go from 
Spain to the coast of Africa. ‘ 
July Ditto «| Schooner .. .+| Paquete de Ponce .. is 90 | Porto Rico. 
” 31 | Ditto -+| Ditto oa -| Aurelia .. 36 ar 164 | Truxillo. 
Aug. 10] French... ++| Ship ee -| Don Juan ze - 427 | Macao .| Captain Gallet. Vessel owned in Havana. 
5 22 | American .. --|Barque .. ..| Clara Windsor... a 206 | Ditto. 
Ditto as --| Schooner .. .» | M. Barbour oe . 
Ditto ee ..| Brig me ..| Nane 219 |, These vessels are now at Havana, and are reported to be 
Ditto ea .. | Schooner .| Wanderer P destined for the Slave Trade. 
Spanish... -+| Ditto Teresita 





Havana, September 30, 1860. i (Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD, Acting Commissary Judge. 
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No, 21. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissary Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 29.) 
(No. 15.) 
My Lord, Havnna, September 30, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a statement of the number of 
slaves landed in Cuba during the first nine months of the present year, amounting to 
12,060, of whom 771 have been seized by the Spanish authorities. 





Negroes. 

If to this number ., 5 ae re 12,060 

Are added the usual third .. i oe 4,020 
The three cargoes which which were captured by 

the United States cruizers em 5 1,483 
And the cargo of the schooner which was taken 

to Nassau ., ar ate aw 364 

We have a total of i ais oe 17,877 


This statement, however, only includes the cargoes of which we have any positive 
knowledge, and must not be considered as showing anything like the exact number of 
slaves which has been actually imported, for it is calculated that at least 30,000 have been 
landed since the Ist of January last. a 

The system which has been adopted of late, of transferring cargoes to coasting craft, 
at Anguilla and other places of rendezvous, from whence the negroes are taken direct to 
the wharves of the sugar plantations, and to different parts of the island, renders it 
extremely «‘ifficult to obtain any information whatever. For instance, the Vice-Consul at 
Nuevitas reports that over 2,000 slaves have been landed there in small lots from coasting- 
schooners, but no trace can be found of the vessels which brought them from Africa, 
Even here, at Havana, the same thing is constantly occurring; but as the slaves are 
invariably furnished with passes, the local authorities cannot meddle with them. 

It will be sufficiently evident, however, that the Slave Trade is again in the ascendancy. 
There never was a time since the celebration of the Treaty with Spain when the prepara- 
tions for the continuance of that hateful Traffic were more formidable. There exist 
throughout the island numerous Joint Stock Companies, with immense capital, and with 
extensive ramifications in the United States and in Europe, whose plans are so judiciously 
arranged that they cannot fail to be successful. Out of the large number of vessels they 
dispatch from hence, from the United States, and from Europe, they can safely count upon 
running, at least, three in every twelve, or 25 per cent., the proceeds of which will cover 
the loss of all the rest and leave a handsome profit besides. These transactions, however, 
are kept very private. There is no such thing as quoting the shares on the Exchange; no 
documents are passed which can in any way compromise the partners, and although it is 
generally pretty well known what persons are engaged in the Slave ‘I'rade, it would be 
quite impossible to establish any proof against them in law. Thus it is that the slavers 
which are taken by our cruizers on the coast of Africa throw their papers and colours 
overboard, and it is only occasionally that the vessels can be identified. 

Most of the numerous contrivances which are made use of by the slave-traders to 
deceive Her Majesty’s officers, and even to cheat each other (for there may be honour 
among thieves, but there appears to be none atnongst these men-stealers), are now very 
generally known. 

The substitution of closely fitting iron water-tanks instead of casks is now quite 
common. Several of the vessels which have lately sailed hence -have cleared out openly 
for Ambriz, St. Thomas, Loanda, or the River Zaire, as if they were bound on a legal 
voyage. They are provided with a charter-party, and have all their papers apparently in 
order; but these documents are feigned, and if any boarding officer was to insist upon 
opening the hatches and comparing the cargo with the clearance, the villany would be 
at once discovered ; in fact, both flag and papers would immediately disappear. * 

It is greatly to be regretted that the Government of the United States will not come 
to some understanding with that of Great Britain for the better prevention of the abuse of 
the American flag. 

It is true that the United States’ gun-boats stationed in these waters have rendered 
good service, as will be seen by the inclosed Return of the slave-vessels they have 
captured ; but could a systematic plan of cruizing be arranged, combining the services of 
our ships with theirs, the Slave Trade would be very soon put-down. Nor is it alone the 
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flag of the United States which is thus prostituted. I have been informed that the slave- 
traders now appear to think that there is more safety in that of France, and that it is likely 
to be most extensively used. 

The present system of landing the crews of captured slavers on the coast of Africa is 
extremely objectionable. If some course could be adopted by which all those who are 
found on board such vessels could be severely punished, it would certainly deter others 
from engaging in such expeditions. Surely the fact of their being taken in a vessel 
without nationality of any kind, should be held sufficient to subject them to be dealt with 
as outlaws. : 

As regards the obligation Spain is under of putting an end to the Slave Trade, it is to 
be feared that no faith can be put in her assurances of a sincere wish to fulfil that solemn 
engagement. She has been urged over and over again to do so; but it is now a quarter 
of a century since the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade was signed, and yet the detestable Traffic flourishes more briskly than ever. 
Certainly it is now time for Spain to retrieve the past, to show that she is able and willing 
to fulfil her Treaty obligations, and to earn for herself a place in the Councils of the Great 
Powers of Europe. 

The present Captain-General, Serrano, appears really desirous of doing something 
towards checking the Slave Trade, and has issued a circular to the Lieutenant-Governors 
in the island, holding them and their subordinates personally responsible for any breach of 
the Treaty which may occur in their jurisdictions. 

His Excellency has assured me that he is determined to remove any officer in whose 
district a landing of slaves takes place, who cannot show that he has exerted himself 
to prevent it, and that he will subject him to a court-martial should there be reason to 
suspect any collusion with the slave-traders. 

He has already removed the Lieutenant-Governors of Cardenas, Sagua, Trinidad, and 
Bahia Honda, for dereliction of duty, in this respect, and the last-named is now under trial 
for alleged participation of bribes. 

His Excellency complains bitterly of the want of suitable cruizers, and says that he 
has applied to Madrid for ten steam gun-boats. If these are supplied, and if the law is 
altered which prevents the seizure of freshly imported Africans anywhere but afloat, or in 
the act of landing, the Spanish authorities here will no longer have any excuse for not 
putting down the Slave Trade. 

The prosperity of Cuba, whose annual production now reaches about 20,000,0001., 
must naturally depend in a great measure upon the supply of labour in the colony. 
The coloured population in the island is estimated at about 550,000, of whom 400,000 are 
slaves. 

At a moderate rate of mortality, say 10 per cent., less 2 per cent. for reproduction, it 
requires 32,000 labouring hands to make up the annual deficiency, without taking into 
consideration the useless from age and infirmity, and the requirements for extended culti- 
vation. It is very evident, that unless this deficiency was made up by fresh supplies from 
Africa, slavery in Cuba would die out of itself in a very few years. 

The question of labour then, is one of vital importance for the island, and is at 
present occupying the serious» attention of the Government and of the planters. The 
importation of Chinese colonists has been declared free, under certain regulations, which 
have been framed with the view of protecting the coolie from improper treatment, both on 
the passage and during his apprenticeship here. 

Up to the present date, the total number of Chinese who have been landed in Cuba 
amounts to 49,730 males and 52 females, of whom it is estimated that there are now 
about 34,000 surviving, They are much addicted to the use of opium and to gambling, 
but the planters generally speak well of them. They are good labourers, are far superior 
in intelligence to the African, make excellent domestics, and appear to bea very industrious 
and money-making class. Of those who have completed their contracts, only a very few 
have returned to China; indeed, they are very much better off here, and if an adequate 
proportion of women was allowed to be shipped, there is little doubt but that the Chinese 
would soon supersede the negro, and that in course of time free labour would take the 
place of slavery in this island, without any of the calamitous consequences which attended 
the emancipation of the slaves in our own colonies. The intercourse between the Chinese 
and the negroes has had a striking effect upon the bearing of the latter. They are no 
longer as respectful to the whites as formerly, so much so that the Government has been 
obliged to take measures to repress their excesses and their insolence. . 

About a year ago, a person of the name of Byrne, calling himself a naturalized French 
citizen, and representing himself as having contracted with the French Government for 
supplying New Caledonia with 10,000 colonists from other isiands in the or came 
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here with the object of making similar contracts, and afterwards went to Madrid to lay his 
plans before the Spanish Government. I am not aware of what success he met with, but 
I understand that the Captain-General has very recently granted leave to Messrs. Canet 
and Garvalena, and the Brothers Cabarga, of this place, to import 5,000 negroes from 
Polynesia. I need scarcely say that this scheme is nothing else than the Slave Trade 
under another denomination. 

The traffic in Yucatan Indians is still carried on to a considerable extent. They are 
smuggled in chiefly by fishing-smacks belonging to Don Francisco Marty, and are sold on 
contracts for eight years, under conditions very similar to those of the Chinese. They are 
a quiet, hard-working race, and are principally engaged as house servants. 

The price of labour has risen very much within a few years, as high 32 dollars per 
month, including food, medical attendance, and clothing, being paid for negroes on the 
plantations during crop time, whilst servants’ wages have also advanced considerably. A 
good field hand, which could have been bought in 1845 for 600 dollars, is now worth 1,200 
dollars, and even newly landed negroes, or Bozals, as they are called, fetch from 800 
to 900 dollars. 

When these prices are compared with the cost of the African in his native land, and 
the expense of bringing him here, the enormous profits of the Slave Trade are at once 
apparent ; and with such a demand for labour in Cuba, and such strong inducements for 
the continuance of the importation of slaves, it will require the most strenuous efforts to 
destroy a traffic which is condemned by the greater part of the civilized nations of the 
world. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 21. 


Statement of the Number of Slaves Landed, and Proportion Captured, in the Island of Cuba, from 
January 1, to September 30, 1860. 























Slaves, 
Date. Where landed. ee ee Vessel. Remarks. 
Landed. | Captured. 

Jan. Guantanamo . gs rol 55 600 Brig, name unknown ..| Afterwards burnt. 

- 6 | Sigta... ws sae os oss 400 Unknown. 

Feb. Maniabon aa as “a 600 Spanish brig “Don Juan” . ..| This vessel sailed again for the coast, but was abandoned 
at sea by the crew, after murdering the master. They 
are now under trial at Havana. 

» Ensenada Cochinos . oxi ae 500 Unknown. 

Mar. Puerto del Padre... ove a3 600 Ditto 

” Sagua . a ee aie ai 450, American vessel. 

” Eusenada Cortés ore ane 400 Ditto. 

April Sancti Spiritus ove eve an 500 Ditto, 

May 7) Cardenas... on on eed 560 Brig “ Orion” of Boston... ».| Ybanez and others owners. 

e Cay Galindo . ham a vf 1,500 French screw-steamer .-| The negroes wers transferred to coasting schooners and 
launches, one of which, having 474 on board, was 
captured by the Spanish schooner “ Cristina.” 

” Sagua la Chica ‘ati ove su 400 Spanish brig “ Narciso.” 

June 25) Cardenas... are one vee 650 American barque “ Louisa” ..| This vessel was seized by the “ Cristina” before she had 
completed her discharge, 297 negroes being atill on 

me Isle of Pines . 500 Unknown... ave ...| Some of the parties concerned are in prison at Bejucal. 

KS 29 | River Manati 600 American barque ... eel Ths cargo cousisted mostly of children, sold at 986 dol- 

ars each. 

July 5] La Teja oa te 660 American vessel... ... _...] Lewy and others owners. 

y 21] Las Pozas, Sagua ... 600 Americaa brig “ W. R. Kibby” _ ..| Sold to dealers from Matanzas, at 782 dollars each. 

Aug, 22] Bahia Honda 570 Barque “ss ae tee oH Atarwaras, burnt; Congos. Landed at the estate 
“ Margarita.” 

‘ Canasi 750 Chilian ship “ Eloisa” | The negroes were taken to the plantation “ Desquite,” 
and the vessel was burnt. 

i Cayo Verde ... 400 Spanish brig “Joven Antonio” .,,] This vessel was afterwards captured by the “ Mohawk.” 

Sept, Sagua . oe hie 600 American vessel. 

a Ensenada Cochinos . 320 Spanish brig “ America” ... ..| Alemany and others, owners. 

12,060 
Add one-third 4,020 

April Cuyo Verde ,.. ke 508 “Wildfire,” of New York ... +.| Captured by United States’ steamer “‘ Mohawk.” 

May Ditto... on 412 “Rogota” .. ss. vases] Captured by United States’ steamer ‘ Crusader.” 

® Isic of Pines . 513 “William” of New York ... _ ...] Captured by United States’ steamer “ yeaa 

Linyard Key . 364 “Peter Mowell” of Baltimore _..,| Stranded; negroes taken to Nassau, N.P. 
Total ... ee] 17,877 








Havana, Septemb:r 30, 1860. 


(Signed) 


JOHN V. CRAWFORD, Acting Commissary Judge. 









Seizure. 





Jan. 

Apr. 

May 
» 


July 


Ang. 
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Return of Vessels engaged in the Slave Trade captured by United States’ cruizers on the Coast of Cuba during the Year 1860. 


Flag and Name of Vessel. 








American brig Cygnet 






30 - barque_ ..| Wildfire 







William 


” ” on 






26 | French ” -.| Bogota 


25 | American brig W. R. Kibby . 






15 | Spanish _,, Joven Antonia 





Havana, September 30, 1860. 





Tonnage. 





Seizor. 






Where captured. 
Captured. 































199 Near Sagua .. Mohawk 
337 Off Nuevitas . Ditto .. 508 
231 Isle of Pines. ..| Wyandotte 513 
300 Off Nuevitas . Crusader 412 
199 Off Anguilla Ditto 3 
186 Near Nuevitas Mohawk 








(Signed) 


Number of Slaves. 





Key West. | to Liberia. 












Remarks. 


Died at | Sent back 


Had just landed her cargo. 


94 414 Per “ Castilian,” June 9. 
172 341 Per “ South Shore,” July 13. 
29 383 Per “Star of the Union,” July 17. 


Had landed the rest of her cargo. 
The 3 negroes were taken to 
New York with the vessel. 





JOHN V. CRAWFORD, Acting Commissary Judge. 


“VNVAVH 
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


No. 22. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 32, October 5, 1860. 


[Slave Trade information. ] 





No. 23. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 33, October 20, 1860. 


[Slave Trade information. ] 





No. 24. 
Her Mayjesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell, No. 26, September 17, 1860. 


(Slave Trade information. ] 


No. 25. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 34, November 16, 1860. 


[Slave Trade information. } 





No. 26. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 35, November 23, 1860. 


[Slave Trade information.] 


No. 27. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 30.) 


(No. 27.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, September 29, 1860. 

IN compliance with the instructions given to us in your Lordship’s despatch No. 22 
of the 18th of June last, we have the honour to lay before you such information relative 
to the Slave Trade on the East Coast of Africa as is in our possession at the present 
date. 

We regret to state that reports are current to the effect that the Traffic has been 
carried on to a great extent, principally by vessels which are said to have taken cargoes for 
the Cuban market. 

These reports reached us in the latter part of last month, soon after the arrival of Her 
Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Sidon ” from a cruise, and we accordingly applied to Captain Crawford, 
who was also, in the absence of the Admiral, senior officer, for any particulars which might 
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have come to his knowledge, to which request Captain Crawford declined to accede, stating 
that he had “no information to offer.”” Opportunities for communication between this 
port and the Mozambique being of rare occurrence, we are almost entirely dependent upon 
officers of Her Majesty’s Navy for reliable intelligence from the East Coast. The present is 
the first occasion on which our request for information has not been complied with; and 
we have to crave your Lordship’s indulgence for transmitting merely unauthenticated 
rumours, instead of the more exact statements which alone can be really useful to Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

We have the honour to inclose copies of our application to Captain Crawford, and of 
the reply we received. 

Two dhows are said to have been taken by Her Majesty’s ship ‘* Persian,” and the cases 
sent to Mauritius for adjudication. The particulars of the capture and of the trial we 
have not yet heard. 

The three cases which were before the Court of Vice-Admiralty in this Colony at the 
date of our last report were all decided in favour of the captors, as communicated in our 
despatch No. 11] of the 26th January last; no other cases have been brought in up to the 
present time. 

Of the vessels, 194 in number, named in the list communicated to us by your Lord- 
ship as suspected, only two have entered this port. 

First. The “ Brooklyn” which arrived here from Monte Video on the 13th January, 
and after discharging a cargo of 120 mules and 1 horse, sailed again for Monte Video 
on the 2nd February in ballast. There is no doubt that the fittings necessary for the con- 
veyance of the animals might be made to serve for a cargo of slaves, but beyond her 
having sailed hence so fitted, and without any cargo on board, there seems to have been 
nothing suspicious about the proceedings of this vessel in this port. 

Second. The “Lucky Star,” which arrived here from New York on the 13th of 
August, and having disposed of her cargo, consisting of provisions, tobacco, and staves, 
cleared for Batavia on the 4th instant in ballast. 

Accounts from Dr. Livingstone have been received down to the early part of April. 
Those we have seen communicate nothing relative to the export trade in slaves, though 
Dr. Livingstone mentions that the Slave Trade is prevalent among the tribes above Quili- 
mane for the supply of engages for the French. 

Imperfect as our information unfortunately is, we think it is sufficient to justify us in 
again respectfully submitting to Her Majesty’s Government our opinion that an increase 
of vessels would be desirable on this station, as the present limited force, which seldom 
allows of more than one vessel being actually employed in the Mozambique, seems to be 
inadequate for the purpose. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 


P.S.—October 15. Since the foregoing despatch was written, a barque-rigged 
vessel of about 350 tons, prize to Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” has arrived from the Mozam- 
bique ; and from what we now hear, the reports relative to the prevalence of the Slave 
Trade are fully confirmed. 

Another vessel of greater size, with upwards of 800 slaves on board, has been taken 
by Her Majesty’s ship “ Brisk,” and sent to Mauritius for adjudication. Other suspicious 
vessels had been chased, and others were still expected on the coast between Ibo and the 
Island of Monfia, to the north of Cape Delgado. Both the vessels taken are said to be 
of American build, and manned by crews professedly Spaniards. There is no doubt that 
their destination was the Spanish West Indies. 

G. F. 
F. R. &. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 27. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Captain Crawford. 


Sir, Mixed Commission Chambers, Cape Town, August 27, 1860. 
WE have the honour to state to you that, being desirous of communicating any information in our power 
respecting the Slave Trade to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs at an early date, in consequence 
of instructions to that effect, we shall be obliged if you cap be so good as to make us acquainted with any particu- 
lars that may have come to your knowledge thereupon during Her Majesty's ship “ Sidon’s” recent visit to the 
East Coast. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 27. 
Captain. Crawford to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
Gentlemen, “ Sidon,” in Simon's Bay, Auguet 29, 1960. 
IN answer to your letter of the 27th instant, requesting information as to any LMpreg that may have 
come to my knowl relative to the Slave Trade during the visit of the “Sidon” to the East Coast, I have the 
honour to inform you that I have no information whatever to offer. 


I have, &c.. 
(Signed) P. B. CRAWFORD. 





No. 28. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell, No. 28, October 1, 1860. 
[Slave Trade information. ]} 





No. 29. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 36, December 5, 1860. 
[Slave Trade information. } 





No. 30. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 37, December 20, 1860. 
(Slave Trade information. ] 





No. 31. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Recetved December 29.) 
(No. 29.): 
My Lord, Cape Town, October 30, 1860. 


WE have the honour to report to your Lordship the condemnation, in the Vice- 
Admiralty Court here, of the vessel detained by Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Lyra,” under Mexican 
colours, as reported in our despatch No. 27 of the 29th ultimo. 

From the affidavit filed in the case, it appears that she was discovered by the ‘ Lyra” 
on the 8th of August last, when cruizing off Zanzibar, the “Lyra” approaching close to 
her under French colours, when the English were suddenly substituted. When boarded she 
was found without papers, and in every way fully equipped to carry a large cargo of slaves. 

On her voyage to Table Bay, one of her crew, supposed to be the master, admitted to 
Lieutenant de Wahl, the prize officer, that the vessel had intended to embark no less than 
1,000, and, if possible, as many as 1,400, slaves. Her burthen, by admeasurement, was 
352 tons. 

From a chart found on board, it appeared that this vessel had come from the Straits 
of Gibraltar, and it is stated that the crew acknowledged that her name was ‘‘ Esperanca;” 
so that we are inclined to conclude she is the vessel of that name reported to us in your 
Lordship’s despatch No. 14 of the 19th of April last, as having recently cleared from 
Barcelona for the East Coast: of Africa. She was condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court 
on the 27th instant, the Judge remarking that he was “able to say, from personal 
inspection, that the evidences of her character were pert clear.” 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO, FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 82. ‘ 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell, No. 30, November 12, 1860. 
? [Slave Trade information.] 


/ 





r ( 25 ) 


' LOANDA. 


No. 33. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners, No. 33, October 5, 1860. 
[Slave Trade information.] 


No. 34. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 12.) 


(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Loanda, August 29, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 
18th of June, No. 24, informing me that the Annual Report upon the Slave Trade which 
has been heretofore made up by Her Majesty’s Commissioners on the 31st of December, 
should this year and henceforward be made up on the 30th of September. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 35. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 12.) 


(No. 4.) 
My Lord, * Loanda, September 1, 1860. 

I HAVE again the satisfaction of reporting the capture of a slaver to your Lordship, 
Her Majesty’s steamer “Spitfire” having, on the 16th ultimo, fallen in with a brigantine 
in latitude 7° 45’ south, longitude 12° 50’ east, which vessel, discovering neither name, 
colours, nor flag, and being without papers, was seized by that officer, and sent for 
adjudication to St. Helena. 

Lieutenant Allingham, however, informed me that he had reason to believe the 
brigantine had been fitted out at St, Domingo, and then bore the name of “ Guadaloupe.” 
Lieutenant Allingham also stated that, from the appearance of her sails and build, he had 
no doubt of her having originally been a Spanish vessel. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 36. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 12.) 


to se ma o 
y Lord, * — Loonda, September 2, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship the several papers which have 
originated in interviews I have had with the United States’ Flag Officer, William Inman, 
ct romp Sea American squadron on this coast, and with a Mr. Kyrdyk, upon matters 
nee to “ee és 

Las A. 
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In consequence of the reports which came to Loanda of the intention of the Portuguese 
Government to send out a strong force for the ostensible purpose of quelling the negro 
spirit of hostility, and even other insubordination, in the Province of Angola, accompanied 
also by further reports contemplative of a war of retribution being carried into the Mossulo 
and Kinsembo countries by the Governor-General, I repaired, on the 27th of July, on 
board the United States’ ship “Constellation,” Flag Officer William Inman, Commander- 
in-chief of the American squadron on this coast, with the view of ascertaining, first, how 
far he might be acquainted with the events which elevated Kinsembo Point to the position 
of a trading place ; secondly, the endeavours of the Portuguese to dissuade the merchants 
from leaving Ambriz to adopt that locality; thirdly, the subsequent jealousy of the 
Provincial Government with reference to it; and, finally, the interest which the United 
States has in maintaining its integrity as a place of trade against any open violence, or 
insidious attempts to destroy or injure the legitimate prospects of those merchants who 
were settled there. 

I found the Flag Officer but little conversant with the policy affecting his command 
in this locality, having been very little here; and, with the exception of the information 
wuich Captain Brent, commanding the United States’ ship “ Marion,” had given him of 
his operations at Kinsembo, in conjunction with Captain A. G. Fitzroy, in March last, the 
Flag Officer appeared sparingly informed upon more general and minute matters relating 
to the place. 

Nevertheless in my interview, which lasted certainly two hours, the Flag Officer 
evinced the strongest desire to become master of the subject, and most readily listened to 
me when I used my best endeavours to explain the circumstances which called forth the 
Portuguese feeling against the occupation of Kinsembo Point by foreign merchants, and 
also when I represented its eligibility as a place of trade. 

On the 29th the Flag Officer came on shore to me, when the conversation was 
renewed in an animated manner. Before leaving, he suggested that a letter from me 
would enable him to lay the subject with more facility before his Government, and assured 
me that he fully entered into my view as to a uniformity of action amongst the flags having 
trading interests at Kinsembo, being its best and necessary protection; and although, in 
the most distinct manner, the Flag Officer rejected on the part of his Government, as I 
had myself on the part of Her Majesty’s Government, all pretension to acquisition of 
territory there, yet he assured me of his determination to unite at all times with other 
interested flags for the general security of those merchants who might be engaged in 
business there. 

The Flag Officer carefully separated himself from the territorial question now pending 
between the British Government and that of Portugal, as he naturally would, confining 
himself solely to that of general protection in the even of necessity. 

A few days after, 1 presented the Flag Officer with the letter, extract, and tracing, 
which I have copied to place before your Lordship. 

Secondly, I beg to transmit to your Lordship copies of a correspondence between a 
Mr. Kyrdyk and myself, after an interview he had with me at my house. 

Mr. Kyrdyk is the proprietor of the Dutch factory on Kinsembo Point, and stands 
high in reputation. He has been appointed Consul in the Province of Angola by the 
Dutch Government, and the object of his visit was to consult with me upon the expediency 
of qualifying himself to act as Consul while he resided in a territory not admitted to be 
under Portuguese jurisdiction. 

I pointed out to Mr. Kyrdyk, that were he to present himself in his Consular capacity 
to the Governor-General, he would, I thought, be readily accepted, and his appointment 
would be made use of to prove that the Dutch Government held Kinsembo to be within 
the Portuguese limits. 

I also said that that argumentswould be prejudicial to the opposition which the English 
Government gave to Portuguese extension of territory north of the River Loge, and that I 
thought it would be unwise in any resident merchant at Kinsembo to embarrass an oppo- 
sition which had for its object the prevention of a renewal of those exactions by which the 
Portuguese had already driven the foreign mercantile body from Ambriz in 1857. 

1 then urged upon Mr. Kyrdyk that uniformity in the proceedings of the several 
factories on Kinsembo Point was their best protection; and that the refusal of England to 
recognize the rule of Portugal over the coast north of the Loge, was equally as beneficial 
to other nations as to herself, although England bore the entire burden of that opposition 
to the extension of Portuguese territorial rule herself. 

Mr. Kyrdyk the next day sent me the letter ] have now the honour to transmit, with 
my answer. to your Lordship. He has also assured me that he will not qualify himself as 
Consul until he shall have received further instructions from the Dutch Government. 
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In conclusion, I trust these proceedings may meet the views of your Lordship, and 
serve to prevent Portuguese encroachments upon foreign rights at Kinsembo. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) ’ +H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 36. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Flag Officer Inman, U.S.N. 


, : Loanda, August 4, 1860. 

ALTHOUGH I have no doubt of your having been very fully informed by Captain Brent, commanding the 
United States’ ship “ Marion,” of the events which took place in March last at the factories on Kinsembo Point 
with reference to the movements of the Portuguese troops under the immediate command of the late Governor- 
General, for the purpose, it was said, of chastising the people of Kinsembo for the murder of a person called 
Don Nicolau. d'Aqua Rasada e Sardonia, a reputed Prince of Congo, and a Portuguese subject, then holding an 
office under the Government of Angola, yet a sketch of this person’s life may be desirable, he having been, through 
the instrumentality of others, the cause of the present aspect of affairs in the Kinsembo country; his murder 
having given to the Portuguese Government an opportunity of prosecuting its projects for the destruction of the 
foreign trade north of the River Loge, under the pretext of exacting reparation for that murder; Don Nicolau 
being considered by the Governor-General a Portuguese subject upon the sole ground that he was born in Congo, 
over which courftry Portugal claims to hold territorial rights. 

At an early age Don Nicolau was brought from St. Salvador, the capital of Congo, sent to Lisbon, there 
carefully educated, treated as a Prince, and given the honorary rank of Colonel in the Queen’s Lancers. When 
an adult he was sent back to St. Salvador ; but the natives considering him nothing more than a person employed 
by the Government of Portugal for the purpose of introducing the interests and influence of that nation over those 
of Congo, Don Nicolau was obliged to fly from St. Salvador, and reaching Loanda, was ultimately appointed to be 
a clerk in the Treasury office at Ambriz. From thence he fled, early in February last, under fear of punishment 
for an official offence, to take shelter at Kinsembo, as he had been advised from Loanda, “on board of any 
British ship-of-war he might find there.” 

The offence of Don Nicolau consisted in having clandestinely published i> the “ Gazette” of Lisbon a protest 
against the “auto of acclamation and coronation” of the new King of Congo, the legitimate and very unpopular 
successor of the late King. The protest declared the “auto” to be a forgery, though it had appeared in the 
official Boletim published here under the supervision of the Governor-General of this Province; and by this 
“auto” the King declared himself to hold the sovereignty of Congo as a vassal of the King of Portugal. 

In point of fact, I believe both “auto” and protest to have been spurious documents; the first got up to 
support the Portuguese claim to the sovereignty of Congo, the other, by persons not exactly known, to 
counteract it. 

The mail-steamer from Lisbon which arrived early in February of this year brought the *‘ Gazette” of that 
city in which was the protest against the “auto,” signed by Don Nicolau, declaring the said document to be 
invalid. 

Upon this being known to the Governor-General, he expressed his determination to punish Don Nicolau. 
The latter was apprized of this threat from Loanda, and induced to fly from Ambriz to Kinsembo factories, for 
the purpose of seeking security as a political refugee on board any British vessel-of-war which might be at the 
anchorage. To this character, however, it is certain he could support no claim. 

Under the pressure of this advice he accordingly fled, reached the factories on Kinsembo Point, and was 
then brutally murdered by the negro populace. 

Upon this murder being known, the Governor-General suppressed the fact of Don Nicolau having been a 
culpable official, and adroitly recognized him as a Portuguese subject, whose murder he was determined to avenge, 
and therefore began his preparations for the invasion of the Kinsembo country. 

At this point commences the question more particularly applying to the position of the trading-factories on 
Kinsembo Point, of which there are four, one belonging to the United States, two to England, and one to Holland. 
The interests of these are precisely similar. The hindrance of trade arriving from the interior by any cause 
would equally injure each factory. The possession of the Kinsembo Coast by Portugal would enable that nation 
to Hed every factory there, by instituting the same Custom dues that drove the foreign merchants from Ambriz 
in 1857. ; 

Portugal assumed military possession of Ambriz in 1855 ; but it was not till 1857 that the silly policy of that 
nation exacted duties, not according to the invoice prices, but upon the prices for which the goods imported were 
sold to the natives. 

The object of this evidently was to force the foreign trade to Loanda, where that system did not prevail ; 
possibly, also, with leaving the coast about Ambriz open for the operations of another species of trade, very little 
repugnant to Portuguese feeling and habits. 

This exaction instead of acting favourably to the shallow policy of the Portuguese Provincial Government, 
simply created an independent trading-port close to Ambriz, and the heavy duties laid on imports were completely 
avoided, by an agreement between the King of the Kinsembo country and the several traders who had moved from 
Ambriz. By this agreement, any merchant can land a cargo of goods on Kinsembo Point, without reference to 
the quantity he may land, upon paying to the Chief the value of 9/. in goods, according to the country prices. An 
attempt to prevent the factories being built on Kinsembo Point was made in 1857; but this being resolutely 
opposed by Captain Hicklev, then commanding Her Majesty's ships on this division of the coast, it failed; and 
upon the question being referred to the respective Governments of England and Portugal, it was agreed that 
neither should acquire territory on the coast of Southern Africa north of the River Loge until the matter was 
definitively settled between the two nations, 

Foiled in this attempt to force the foreign trade into an unsuitable channel, the Portuguese have ever since 
used every opportunity of injuring the reputation and interests of the foreign merchants settled on Kinsembo 
Point. For a time their subterfuges had some weight; but the natives finding no goods at Ambriz to 
exchange for their produce, transferred their operations to Kinsembo, where they could readily make their 
barter. The trade then gradually increased, and now the value of produce exported from thence annually may 
safely be stated at from 45,000/. to 50,000/. sterling. ‘The Ainbriz trade has ceased, excepting that some tons 
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of malachite copper are embarked there on account of an English Company, when the roads to Bembe are 
open, which they have not been for the last twelvemonth. ; p 

Other means for obstructing the passage of produce from the interior to Kinsembo were then projected; it 
was proposed to run a line of small forts, at short intervals, between Bembe and St. Salvador, as shown upon the 
tracing I have placed before you; this, however, has not been commenced, nor can it be until the financial 
condition of this province is much improved. 

So far the views of the Portuguese, with reference to the ruin of the trade to Kinsembo, appear to be upon a 
fixed system, and this is aided by seizing upon any opportunity of endangering it, such, for instance, as the recent _ 

* murder of Don Nicolau. 

The details of this event have, of course, been laid before you by Captain Brent, but I have every reason to 
believe the chastisement of the murderers, as stated in the letter of the Governor-General to me to be the “ sole 
object of his movement upon Kinsembo,” was, in reality, a very secondary consideration ; and, as an illustration of 
this opinion, [ have inclosed a sketch showing the movements of the Governor-General, and the liabilities of the 
different places named, by which you will see that his digression to the right was quite uncalled for, and his march 
to Kinsembo Point totally unconnected with any prudent or sensible measure. At 1 P.M., on the 3rd of March, on 
his retreat from Kinsemho Town, his Excellency was within two and-a-half miles of all he wanted—rest, refresh- 
ment, and shelter at Ambriz, with the water of the Loge close on his left; yet at this point he suddenly turned to 
the right, and marched a distance of five or six miles to the factories on Kinsembo Point to ask for the very 
requisites to which he had been so near two hours before; he had no enemy to punish on Kinsembo Point—they 
were then hovering over and firing upon his rear. 

The inference to be fairly drawn from this movement is, in my opinlon, that the Governor-General intended, 
if possible, to enter the factories and entangle them in his own quarrel; being constructed of sticks and roofed 
with reeds, they would certainly have taken fire in the contest and as certainly have been destroyed, with the goods 
they contained, and, for a time, the trade would necessarily have been suspended. 

Since these events it is well known that the jealousy and hostility of the Portugnese towards the Kinsembo 
factories remains unabated, and my desire is to show that the interests of the several factories are precisely the 
same, and can only be preserved by a uniformity of action in the event of their being again thrown into danger by 
the invasion of the Portuguese, 

It is always very uncertain what amount of support may be obtained from the respective squadrons; it was 
quite unexpected that Her Majesty’s ship * Falcon’ was so opportunely joined by the United States’ ship 
* Marion ;" strong reinforcements have, within a few weeks, arrived from Lisbon, and a second invasion is loudly 
talked of ; a collision between protectors of the factories and the Portuguese forces all parties must deprecate ; so, 
in the event of the re-appearance of the Portuguese before the factories, I am of opinion that the presentation of a 
united protest against their entry, or even near approach, would cause the officer commanding them to hesitate 
before he so deeply compromised himself in a heavy responsibility by advancing. 

You are, as well as myself, aware of the arrival of 375 troops in the steam-corvette “ Estaphania,”’ from 
Lisbon, and, it is said, the transport expected will bring as many more. ‘The Portuguese steamer “ Maryanne” 
has arrived also, laden with provisions and military supplies of all kinds; it may therefore be inferred that some 
movements of an unusual description are in contemplation. 

From what I can learn, a portion of this force will be used to keep open the road to Bembe and garrison the 
fort the ~ it is said, also, that the remainder, united to any force which can be collected, will ravage the 
Kinsemo» —-ntry, and construct a line of forts from Bembe to St. Salvador, in order to intercept the trade going 
to Kinsembc by occupying the country to the eastward. 

If the poverty of the Portuguese Provincial Government does not protect them from a folly which will, 
sooner or later, sweep off every soldier they have, that measure, it is believed, will be undertaken, and then will 
arise the question for the consideration of the Governments whose trading interests may be by it imperiled, 
namely, how far exn a nation be justified in obstructing the trading enterprize of the subjects of other nations, 
operating outside her dominions, by military means, but no war existing, merely because she was unable to so by 
fair competition ? 

In order to show what I feel confident is the view of the British Government with reference to any supposed 
wish to acquire territory on this coast of Africa, I beg to place before you an extract of a letter I “ confidentially ” 
addressed to Captain Fitzroy upon his going to Kinsembo to protect the factories in March last. 

Of the disposition of the officers of the United States’ navy to give support to legal trading operations I need 
say nothing, when I have so freshly before me the conduct of Captain Brent at Kinsembo Point on the 3rd of March 
last; but I may here take the opportunity of saying that I feel much gratified by your having approved of his 
proceedings, and I also must acknowledge, with thankfulness, the patience and kindness with which you have 
listened to the representations that I have been enabled to make in the frequent interviews you have accorded 
to me. 

1 am happy, also, to submit, for your consideration, the copy of a letter I received from Mr. Kyrdyk, the 
proprietor of the Dutch factory on Kinsembo Point, who being by his Government appointed Consul in Angola, 
was desirous of conferring with me upon the expediency of qualifying himself to act in that capacity while the 
question of territorial right north of the Loge remained in abeyance between the Governments of England 
and Portugal; my letter, in reply, will explain the case, and it is only necessary to say that Mr. Kyrdyk 
will not qualify until he has received further iustructions from his Government. 

With reference to the effect that legal trade has had upon the Slave Trade, when the former has been 
successfully introduced, and subsequently maintained, I will merely state that, by official returns extending over 
twelve years, and embraci.1z the Coast of Africa between Cape!Palmas and the Cameroon river, the trade in African 
produce scarcely reached the amount of 350,000. sterling value in England; but that now the value of exports 
from the same district of coast amonuts very nearly to 3,000,000/. sterling. Than this little more need be said to 
excite any commercial nation in favour of legal trade. 

I fear T have trespassed too long upon your notice ; but I have done so in the hope that your Government 
will find some adiitional grounds, to those it may already possess, for assisting to prevent the trading interests of 
Kinsembo from being sacrificed to the selfish feelings of a nation which, if it now ruled the extensive territory it 
seems disposed to grasp, has neither the means of promoting it to useful legal pursuits, nor the power to prevent 
its Leing pro tituted to the most inhuman and desolating of illegal purposes. 

In conclusion, allow me to repeat my sense of the kindness you have shown at the several interviews with 
which you have favoured me, and to assure you, Flag Officer, that [ am, &c. 


(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 36. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Captain Fitzroy. 


(Extraet.) Loanda, February 27, 1860. 

THE attraction of trade to Kinsembo is of infinite importance so far as that the increase of legal trade has 
uniformly tended to decrease the Slave Trade; and I know nothing that will so much assist in this pursuit as the 
establishment of a firm confidence in the native mind that we have nothing in view but an amicable and just 
intercourse for the purposes of trade alone; and that we altogether repudiate encroachments of all kinds upon 
their native rights. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 36. 
Mr. Kyrdyk to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


ir, St. Paul de Loanda, August 1, 1860. 

SOME time ago 1 was appointed by the Dutch Government as Consul of the Netherlands in the Portuguese 
possessions on the South-west Coast of Africa. Immediately after this I wrote to our Ambassador at Lisbon, 
requesting his Excellency to inform me as to the views of the Dutch Government relating to the northern boundary 
of the Portuguese possessions here, as I am aware that that nation claims to have rights as far as Point Padron, or 
even as fur as Malemba to the north of Cabinda; whilst at the same time I am informed that, according to a 
Treaty or understanding existing between your Government and that of Portugal, the rights of that nation only 
extend till the River Loge to the north of Ambriz. 

Under ordinary circumstances it would be my duty to call on the Governor-General of Angola; but, 
being fully aware that any false step in this matter might equally be detrimental to all the traders of Kinsembo, 
of whom | fone a part, I think it advisable to the general interests to consult you in this matter, feeling confident 
that you will excuse mein doing so. Besides, I think that uniformity of action in a matter of this importance is 
of the greatest necessity. : 

Being appointed as Consul to the Portuguese possessions on the South-west Coast of Africa, I think I ought 
to be domiciliated within the limits of the Portuguese territory; but as I may not recognize, in my quality as a 
merchant, Kinsembo as belonging to those dominions, [ only think it just not to present any official visit to his 
Excellency the Governor-General of Angola as long as I remain uninformed about the opinion of the Dutch 
Government on this matter, thinking it most probable that his Excellency the Governor-General will recognize me 
as Consul, even being domiciliated at Kinsembo, by doing which he would further the views of his Government, 
making it appear as if my Government recognized Kinsembo to belong to the Portuguese dominions, by which the 
general interests of the traders at that place would be compromised. 

I certainly would not have taken the liberty to trouble you in regard to this matter if I had not been 
convinced that not only my interests, but also the interests of the British merchants established here to the north 
of the River Loge, and consequently of the Portuguese dominions, were equally at stake. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed ) Cc, P. KYRDYK. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 36. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Mr. Kyrdyk. 
Sir, Loanda, August 3, 1860. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Ist instant, in which you inform me that you 
have been appointed Consul in Angola by the Government of Holland. You have in that letter also informed 
me that you feel some difficulty in qualifying yourself to act as Consul in Angola, because you are not residing 
in territory re-ognized as Portuguese dominions; and lastly, you favoured me by calling to consult upon the 
course apparently most expedient for you to follow on this occasion. 

As to your appointment it would be intrusive in me to do more than congratulate you upon having received 
so marked a notice from your Government. 

With reference to presenting yourself to his Excellency the Governor-General as Dutch Consul in Angola, 
I think that you would instantly be recognized in that capacity ; and I think your residing at Kinsembo would 
not be made an obstacle to your executing the duties of Consul, because the Governor would, I should suppose, 
assume the fact of your appointment to be a proof of the Dutch Government admitting Kinsembo to be a 
portion of the Portuguese possessions. This point the English Government is now contesting with that of 
Portugal, not less for the interests of other nations trading at Kinsembo than for her own; and as the question of 
Portuguese rule equally affects a!l those nations, so, 1 think it would be unwise if any subject of either should adopt 
a course that would tend to weaken the grounds of British opposition tu the extension of the Portuguese 
jurisdiction to the north of the Loge, the prejudicial influence of which has already been felt at Ambriz 
in 1857. 

I think your view of placing the circumstances which surrounded your appointment before your Government, 
previously to qualifying yourself to act as Consul in Angola, must be approved; simply because the Governor- 
General has it in his power to nullify it by requiring you to reside in Portuguese dominion, or otherwise to 
recognize your present place of residence as being considered a Portuguese possession, and at once accept you 
as Consul. This last course he undoubtedly would select. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 
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No. 38. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner, No. 34, October 20, 1860. 


[Slave Trade information. } 





No. 39. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner, No. 35, November 23, 1860. 


[Slave Trade information. ]} 


el 


No. 40. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell—‘Received December 1.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 5, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the United States’ frigate “ Con- 
stellation,”’ having on board Flag Officer William Inman, captured on the 25th ultimo the 
barque “ Cora,” with 705 slaves on board, which that vessel had shipped the evening 
before at Mangua Grande, a short distance south of the Congo; the “‘ Cora” had neither 
papers nor flag on board, but the words ‘‘ Cora, of New York.” were on her stern, and 
your Lordship will recognise her as the denounced vessel of that name readily. 

The “ Cora” was sent by the Flag Officer to Monrovia, there to land the captured 
negroes, and then would proceed to Norfolk in Virginia to take her trial. 

1 have also to report to your Lordship the apparent vigilance which has distinguished 
the officer commanding the “ Pedro V,” a small Portuguese schooner of war cruizing 
between Loanda and the Congo, that vessel having within a short period detained no less 
than five launches, either having slaves on board, or otherwise under circumstances justify- 
ing the detention. 

I defer, my Lord, enlarging upon the subject of these launches, as their cases are 
now under trial in the Court of Mixed Commissions, and will shortly be disposed of. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 41. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell, No. 6, October 13, 1860. 


(Slave Trade information. ]} 





No. 42. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 29.) 


(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 31, 1860. 

THE Flag Officer William Inman commanding the United States’ West African 
squadron, having kindly supplied me with a Return of ten vessels captured by that squadron 
for being engaged in the Slave Trade, between the 20th of September, 1859, and the 10th 
of October, 1860, I have the honour to place the same before your Lordship. 

Your Lordship will see that six out of the vessels captured had no slaves on board ; 
they were, however, fully fitted to receive them. 

Painful as 1t is to reflect upon the vigour with which this trade is carried on, yet some 
satisfaction may be derived from the certainty of the persons interested in those vessels 
having been foiled in their views, at least fora time. But it will gratify your Lordship to 
find that no less than 3,071,negroes have been rescued from foreign slavery by the capture 
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of the other four vessels, between the 8th of August and 10th of October of this year. 
These negroes, with the exception of a few who died on the passage to Monrovia, have 
been landed there, and left in charge of the agent appointed by the United States’ Govern- 
ment to receive them. 

I have also the honour of calling to your Lordship’s notice the activity of the Officer 
commanding the small Portuguese schooner of war “ Pedro V,” who while in and cruizing 
about the River Congo, between the Ist and 14th of September last, has been fully justified 
in sending to the Court of Mixed Commissions five ‘“‘lanchas,” or large coasting boats, 
professing to be legally engaged in carrying merchandize, but in reality eagerly co-operating 
with the slave-trader by the readiness the conductors of these boats have always evinced 
to assist in the embarkation of slaves on board vessels which may be waiting for them. 

With reference to the lanchas “ Mist” and ‘ Palmeira,” I regret to say that the 
evidence was not sufficient to justify condemnation although there could be no moral 
doubt of their guilt. 

The lancha “ Tiger” incautiously was given by the officer commanding the “‘ Pedro V”’ 
in charge of three of his sailors, with directions to proceed to Loanda; by some means this 
lancha was stranded on the beach near Loango, and nothing since has been heard of the 
three sailors, or of the six negroes found on board, and left there to be taken to Loanda. 

The lancha “ Paquete de Moanda”’ had, when captured seventy negroes on board, 
which had been embarked for a brigantine then waiting in the offing for them, but for 
some unknown reason, sailed off without taking them ; these negroes have been liberated 
according to law. 

The lancha “ Va Vo” had everything ready to receive slaves for embarkation. These 
three lanchas have necessarily been condemned. 

I have further to report to your Lordship the detention of another lancha, called the 
“ Paquete,” by the ‘‘ Pedro V;” the case of this lancha could not be entertained in the 
Mixed Commission Court, and it has been transferred to the Tribunal de Prezas, a Court 
resembling in its powers an Admiralty Court. 

The case of this lancha will, I apprehend, come before your Lordship in a future Con- 
sular despatch, when the judgment of the Ceurt shall have been pronounced. 

[ have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 








Inclosure in No. 42. 


List of Captures made by the United States’ Squadron on the African Station, from September 20, 1859, 
to October 10, 1860. 


1. By the United States’ sloop “ Portsmouth,” Commander John Colhoun, September 20, 1859, ship 
« Emily,” of New York, without slaves, but perfectly fitted to receive them on board. 

2. By United States’ ship “ Constellation,” Flag Officer William Inman, Captain J. S. Nicholas, December 
21, 1859, brig “ Delicia,” off Cabinda. No colours or papers. Fitted to receive slaves. 

3. By United States’ sloop “ Portsmouth,” Commander John Colhoun, February 5, 1860, brigantine 
* Virginian,” in the River Congo. Fitted to receive slaves. 

4. By the United States’ sloop “ Portsmouth,” Commander John Colhoun, May 5, 1860, brig “ Falmouth,” 
of New York, off Porto Praya, Cape de Verd Islands. Fitted for receiving slaves. 

5. By United States’ steamer “ Mystic,” Lieutenant W. E. Leroy, June 27, 1860, brig “« Thomas Achorn,” 
of New York, in Cabinda Bay. Fitted for receiving slaves. 

6. By United States’ steamer “ Mystic,” Iieutenant W. E. Leroy, July 16, 1860, brigantine “ Triton,” of 
New York, off South Coast. Fitted for receiving slaves. 

7. By United States’ steamer “ Mohican,” August 8, 1860, Captain S. W. Godon, ship “ Erie,” of New 
York, off the Congo, with 997 slaves on board. 

8. By United States’ steamer ‘* San Jacinto, Captain Thomas A. Dornin, August 8, 1860, brigantine 
« Storm King,” of New York, with 619 slaves on board. 

9. By the United States’ ship “ Constellation,” Flag Officer William Inman, Captain J. S. Nicholas, barque 
“ Cora,” of New York, south of the Congo, with 705 slaves on board. 

10. By United States’ steamer “ San Jacinto,” Captain Thomas A. Dornin, October 10, 1860, brigantine 
«« Bonito,” off the Congo. 750 slaves on board. No flag or papers. 

Total by African United States’ Squadron—ships captured, 10; slaves liberated, 3,071. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 42. 
Rervuan of siz * Lanchas” detained for Adjudication, between September 1 and 14, 1860. 






Commission Court, Octo- 

ber 30. 

Condemned October 30. 
This “lancha” had, a 
short time previously, 

slaves to an 


Ditto .. Condemned October 30. 
This “lancha” was fully 
prepared to embark slaves. 

Ditto . ee - | Acquitted for want of suf- 
ficient evidence. 

Ditto . . | Ditto. 

Ditto .. . | This “ lancha” was detained 


for sailing without a flag 
or legal papers. Transe 
fe to the Tribunal de 
Prezas, for adjudication. 





(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY, Acting Commissioner. 





No. 43. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell, No. 8, November 8, 1860. 
[Slave Trade information. ] 


= 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 





WEST COAST OF AFRICA STATION. 


No. 44. 
Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Triton,” off Whydah, July 26, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in compliance with Article 11, page 14, of 
the Instructions for the Suppression of the Slave Trade, I boarded a schooner named 
‘“* Hanover,” under American colours off this place, this day, to prove her nationality. I 
examined her register, which appeared to be correct ; no entry was required in her log, and 
no complaint made. The following is a true extract from the log, viz.: ‘5 p.m., boarded 
the schooner ‘ Hanover,’ under American colours.” 

This schooner is evidently engaged in the Slave Trade, but professes to be taking in 
a of palm oil; she has collected a very few casks of that article during the last five 
montis, which in my opiniun is on board solely for the purposes of misleading the Com- 
manders of both the British and United States’ cruizers; and the reason she has not 
shipped, is, I believe, on the account of her captain and oat eae having recently died. 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 





No. 45. 
, Lieutenant Burton to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, , “ Triton,” off Whydah, August 25, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that, in accordance with Article 11, page 14, of 
the Instructions for the Suppression of the Slave Trade, I boarded a brig named 
‘« Lauretta,” of New York, under American colours, off this place, this day, to prove her 
nationality. Iexamined her register; it was in the usual form, but I had no means of 
proving its authenticity. 

The following is a true copy from the log of the ‘“ Triton :”— 

“ 10°15 a.m., Commander led the brig ‘ Lauretta,’ under American colours, and 
made the following remarks in her log :—‘I this day boarded this brig and examined her 
register ; it is in the usual form, and no complaint was made.’ ” 

, Information respecting this brig being engaged in the Slave Trade has recently been 
received from the Foreign Office. 


I have, &c. 
y (Signed) R. H. BURTON. 





a 
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No. 46, } 
Commander Raby to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Alecto,” Fernando Po, August 24, 1860. 

._. I HAVE the honour to report that on the 12th instant I received a letter from Her 
Majesty’s Acting Consul for the Bight of Biafra, dated Cameroons, 5th August, informing 
me that he had seen a suspicious barque, under Monte Videan colours, lying in that river, 
and on his inquiring, had ascertained from King Bonny Bell that she had actually come 
for the purpose of shipping slaves, and that the supercargo had landed the principal part 
of her cargo, under a pretended contract from King Bell to supply him with 400 slaves. 
I immediately left for Fernando Po, where I arrived on the 14th instant, took a pilot, and 
went up the Cameroons on the morning of the 15th. Being obliged to anchor when nine 
miles from King Bell’s Town, I detached the gig and whale-boat, under the orders of the 
Senior Lieutenant, who boarded and took possession of the barque ‘‘ Constancia,” under 
Monte Videan colours. On arriving at the anchorage a few hours after, on examination I 
found she was the late American barque ‘‘ White Cloud,” which had cleared from the 
Havana, 16th of May, for Monte Video and Buenos Ayres; she was without regular 
papers, merely having a pass from the Consul for Uruguay at the Havana, to proceed from 
that port to Monte Video and Buenos Ayres. 

She has a large quantity of calavances and rice, thirty-six large puncheons of water 
in her hold, as well as water on deck. 

Her log is evidently not authentic. I could get no reliable information as to her 
previous movements since leaving the Havana; but from the long lapse of time (eighty 
days) since leaving that port, [ imagine she must have visited the coast further to the 
southward. 

This vessel, under the name of the ‘‘ White Cloud,” has been reported through the 
Foreign Office, and when at Fernando Po, on the 14th instant, I received information from 
the Consul of her under her present name. 

Her cargo having all been landed for the purpose of paying for her slaves should she 
obtain them, being in possession of King Bell, I sent for him, and directed him to re-embark 
the cargo, which he promised to do, on my allowing him to retain his Customs and 
sufficient to cover the expenses of landing and re-shipping the cargo, which he did. 

I beg to bring before your notice the conduct of King Bell; the way he acted up to 
his Treaty, in giving information to the Consul about the vessel, and in giving up her 
cargo: he seemed anxious that his conduct should be represented to the Government, and 
that a present be made tohim. As he expressed a great wish for a pair of Naval epaulettes, 
I beg to recommend a pair as a suitable present to encourage him to keep to the Treaty in 
future as well as hitherto. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY J. RABY. 





No. 47. 
Commander Skipwith to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, ‘* Prometheus,” Sierra Leone, August 4, 1860. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose a duplicate of a correspondence with the Commander- 
in-chief of this station relative to the detention of the American schooner ‘‘ Josephine.” 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. S. SKIPWITH. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 47. 
Commander Skipwith to Commodore Edmonstone. 


IT, “ Prometheus," Sterra Leone, August 4, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the 30th ultimo the American schooner “ Josephine” anchored 
in this harbour, é 

Having already received notice of her as a suspicious vessel from the Foreign Office, I was keeping a watch 
on her, when on the Ist instant I received the accompanying despatch from his Excellency the Acting Governor. 
On the receipt of this tch, I considered it my duty to search the schooner, having first received legal opinion 
_ I was justified in doing so, as, although being an American, she was subject to British laws in British 
waters. 
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_ The nature of the cargo was so doubtful, and evidently showing the vessel was equipped for the Slave Trade 
that, in conjunction with his Excellency, who had ordered Custom-house officers to remain on board, I likewis® 
considered it necessary to detain her for further search. This, however, owing to the wet state of the weather 
could not be satisfactorily performed for forty-two hours; otherwise, the vessel might have been thoroughly 
examined in a much shorter time. 

On the morning of the 3rd, I wrote to the Queen's. Proctor, requesting that legal proceedings might be 
instituted against her asa slaver; and atthe same time informed his Excellency that I had done so. In answer 
to which I received the accompanying letter. This:-despatch, and further communication with the Queen’s 
Proctor, induced me immediately to release the “ Josephine; " his Excellency having also withdrawn the Custom- 
house authorities, and she sailed the same afternoon. , 

I beg to remark that the master did not wish me to insert any remarks in his log-book; but at his request I 
gave him a certificate, stating the reasons he had been detained forty-two hours. 

I inclose a letter from the officer who boarded the “ Josephine,” with a statement of her cargo. 

I must inform you that one principal cause of suspicion was that, although consigned to Sierra Leone, they 
did not attempt to denne of the cargo, for which there would have been a ready sale here. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. S. SKIPWITH. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 47. 
Lieutenant Hollingworth to Commander Skipwith. 


Sir, “ Prometheus,” Sierra Leone, August 1, 1860. 
IN compliance with your order, I this day boarded and searched the American schooner “ Josephine,” and 
found the following cargo. 1 beg to state that the master had no complaint to make, and declined any remarks to 
be inserted in his log :—4,000 feet of deck planking, 821 bundles of shooks, 45 barrels of rice, 20 barrels of beans. 
100 pipes of rum, 10 cases of muskets, 30 cases of gin, and a large quensity of water-casks and bales of dry goods. 
am, &c. 
(Signed) F. B. HOLLINGWORTH. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 47. 
Aeting Governor Fitzjames to Commander Skipwith. 
Sir, Government House, Free Town, August 1, 1860. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that it has been reported tome that an American schooner, now in this 
port, named “ Josephine,” is suspected of being equipped for the Slave Trade, and will proceed to-day to the 
leeward coast with a large cargo of rum and other spirits, and water-casks. 
Tinclose a memorandum I received from the Acting Collector of Customs of the cargo mentioned to be 
on board of that schooner. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) aA. FITZJAMES. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 47. 
Memorandum by the Acting Collector of Customs. 


Free Town, Sierra Leone, July 31, 1860. 
LIST of the under-mentioned articles found on board the American schooner “ Josephine,” ex New York, 
Locke, master, namely :—4 4-inch planks, 100 pipes of rum, 82 bundles shooks, 30 Hollands gin, 20 barrels of 
_ beans, 43 barrels of rice, 10 cases of guns, a quantity of water casks, and a lot of other bales dry goods. 
(Signed) J. MACRAE. 


SS 


Inclosure 5 in No. 47. 
Acting Governor Fitzjames to Commander Skipwith. 


r Government House, Free Town, August 3, 1860. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter of this date acknowledging mine of the Ist instant, and 
have now to inform you that the articles found on board of this vessel, mentioned in the memorandum which 
I forwarded to you in my letter, and which are usually employed by slavers in their traffic, although 
a mode of proof adopted by Treaty as primd facie evidence of slave-dealing, cannot, however, be held 
sufficient of themselves to establish that fact against a vessel belonging to a subject of a Power with whom there 
isno Slave Trade Treaty with Her Majesty's Government. There must be something more, which, together 
with this, would leave no doubt that the vessel had come into our waters in images = of i li purposes. 

. ave, &c, | 
: (Signed) A. FITZJAMES. 


SE 
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No. 48. 
Commander Raby to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Alecto,”’ off Badagry, September 25, 1860. 

IN pursuance of the Slave Trade Instructions I have the honour to inform you that 
on the morning of the 4th of September, at sea, I met the ship ‘‘ Thomas Watson,” of New 
York, under American colours. I boarded, and examined her register, which was apparently 
correct ; her owner is a Mrs. M. J. Watson, of New York. 

This ship is suspicious, being apparently fitted for a whaler, but only having seventeen 
hands. The master stated he had no complaint to make, and declined anything being noted 
in his log. 

Oa aniving off Whydah the same I found there at anchor the brig ‘‘ Lauretta,” under 
American colours, whom I boarded and examined her register, which I found in the usual 
form. I also noted in her log my having boarded her; the master had no complaint to 
make. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY J. RABY. 


——— 
No. 49. 
Lieutenant Burton to the Secretory to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Triton,” off Whydah, September 10, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that in accordance with Article 11, page 14, of the 
Instructions for the Suppression of the Slave Trade I visited a barque named “ Buck Eye,” 
this day, to prove her nationality. ‘ 

On my visiting this vessel her Captain (a man named Booth, who commanded the 
“ FE. A. Chase,” and was reported to have run a cargo of slaves from the South Coast 
Division in 1858) refused to show me his register, but on my pointing out to him that I 
did not believe his flag to be genuine, he produced his register, which was in the usual form ; 
purporting that the barque belonged to, and was cleared out of, New York in May last: 
the month of May 1860 was on the register, but no date of day affixed to it. 

The American flag supplied to this ship by Her Majesty’s Government shows 
twenty-six stars, seven red and six white stripes, whilst that on board the “ Buck Eye” 
displayed fifteen stars, five red and four white stripes ; and not having been furnished with 
instructions as to the exact marks of distinction required in flags of foreign countries, I 
was unable to prove whether the flag in question was legal or otherwise. 

Information respecting both the Captain and vessel being engaged in the Slave Trade 
have been received from the Foreign Office. 

I was accompanied by Mr. E.C. Smyth, second master, and on asking Mr. Booth 
if he had any complaint to make regarding my visit, he replied that he had not; 
accordingly I left the barque, and am fully convinced that she is on the coast for the 
purpose of shipping slaves. 

This vessel was anchored about a quarter of a mile from the shore opposite large 
barracoons full of negroes, and it is known that 500 or 600 slaves can be easily 
shipped in three or four hours ; consequently Whydah still retains its well-known character 
as a slave depot. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON. 





No. 50. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract. “ Arrogant,” October 2, 1860. 
. _ THE “ Prometheus” sailed on the 26th April for the Isles de Los and Rio Ponga, 
anchoring on the 28th off Factory Island, when she commenced painting ship inside and 
out, and started for the Pongas on the 5th of the following month (May). 

It appears from .a statement made hy Acting Governor Fitzjames to Commander 
Skipwith that the French Consul had been up this river in the “ Arabe,” taking as a 
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passenger the niece of the notorious slave-dealer Mrs. Lightbourne. His Excellency was 
not able to gain any information of their proceedings, or cause of the visit. 

Finding everything quiet at the Ponga, the ‘‘ Prometheus” left on the 7th, and 
returned to Sierra Leone on the 9th. 

When off the Isles de Los a fugitive slave was received on the ‘‘ Prometheus,” and 
landed at Sierra Leone by the Governor’s permission. 

Commander Skipwith anchored off Busissimi on the 14th June, where he had gone 
at the request of the Governor of Sierra Leone to inquire into a disturbance that had 
recently taken place between Mr. Lawrence and the Portuguese. 

It appears that a settler of that nation at Bussissimi having quarrelled with Mr. Law- 
rence, burnt some of his buildings, and on Mr. Lawrence complaining to the Governor of 
Bissao, the latter came over and divided the island between Mr. Lawrence and this 
Portuguese, while previously, I believe, it had altogether belonged to the former. The 
whole thing has been represented to his Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone, who 
will, no doubt, take the proper steps in the case. 

The ‘‘Prometheus”’ was at Port Brauer (Bulama) on the 15th, wiiere she found 
everything quiet, and the British flag flying; but was informed that some t’urtuguese had 
taken away two slaves from this island, who imagined themselves free, being on British 
territory ; this case has also been represented to the Governor of Sierra Leone. 

The want of somebody in authority is greatly felt to look after this island, and would, 
no doubt, prevent these outrages from being committed. A Civil Commandant was about 
twelve months ago appointed by the Government of Sierra Leone; but, I believe, it was 
not approved of, when he was at once removed. 

The “ Prometheus ” weighed from Sierra Leone on the 25th June, and proceeded 
south; unchored off Mesurado (Monrovia) on the 28th, and communicated with 
Mr. Roberts, the ex-President, Mr. Benson being absent. No extension of territory had 
taken place, and trade, especially in palm oil, appears to be in a flourishing state. 

Her Majesty’s ship “ Lynx,” Lieutenant Berkeley, Commander, having left Fernando 
Po for Sierra Leone on the 25th May last, she arrived at her destination on the 9th of 
the following month without anything of importance having occurred on the way, and 
awaited the arrival of the Senior Officer on the 18th, sailing by his orders on the 21st to 
cruize off the Isles de Los. 

At a requisition from Acting Governor Fitzjames she left on the 26th for Capro or 
Copporah river to demand the punishment of some men who had ill-used a British subject, 
and at his Excellency’s desire Lieutenant Berkeley saw them punished on board the 
“ Lynx,” in the presence of their Chief. . 

At the Governor’s request Lieutenant Berkeley then proceeded fifty miles up the 
Nunez, and ascertained that the French have obtained a grant up that river, and are now 
waiting instructions from their Government to build a fort. 

The “ Lynx ” returned to Sierra Leone on the 11th July. 

Bights Division.—Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Alecto,”” Commander Raby the Senior Officer, 
was last reported at Lagos, which port she left on the 27th April, and proceeded by my 
orders to Whydah to gain intelligence respecting a shipment of slaves that was said to 
have very recently taken place. 

Commander Raby communicated with a Mr. Davison, a very intelligent coloured man, 
native of the Gold Coast, and ascertained that either on the 9th or 10th of that month 
570 slaves had been shipped on board a Spanish barque flying French colours ; also that 
1,000 more were ready for shipping at Whydah, and that the slave-dealers were fully 
acquainted with the fact of the ‘‘ Alecto” having to visit Lagos for the mail on the 8th 
and 2\st of each month, and made their arrangements accordingly. 

On the 3rd May, Commander Raby boarded the American schooner “ Hanover ;’”’ her 
movements appear very suspicious, and there is little or no doubt of her being engaged in 
a. Slave Trade. She is supposed to have landed a cargo last year on the coast of 
Cuba. 

The “ Alecto”” was at Quittah on the 5th, when Commander Raby communicated 
with Lieutenant Matthew, G.C.A., Commandant of the fort, and learnt that the Chiefs had 
on two occasions broken the agreement entered into before me, as shown in my letter of 
the 27th May last, inasmuch as they had permitted goods to be landed from vessels 
one to the duty being paid ; but I am happy to say they had subsequently paid over 
the dues. 

Commander Raby, then, called an Assembly of the Chief and Headmen of Telle 
Caffe, and impressed upon them the necessity of keeping the agreement, showing them 
that it would be to their advantage if they did so for the future. 

On the 15th May, Commander. Raby once more looked into Quittah, and found 
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everything quiet. He reports that the Telle Caffe people had had no opportunity of again 
breaking their agreement, as only two vessels had arrived since his former visit, neither of 
which had come to trade. 

* The “ Alecto” then visited Whydah on the 16th, and having again communicated 
with Mr. Davison, he learnt that on the 11th a schooner, under American colours, had got 
off with 101 slaves. 

Commander Raby left on the 18th, and arrived at Lagos on the 21st for mails. 

The above schooner cannot be the “ Hanover,” which is of 230 tons burden, and, I 
believe, still in the Bights. 

Having received information of another shipment likely to take place, Commander 
Raby left the next day, and took up a position off Whydah, where he remained cruizing 
on and off the land until the 28th, when he ran in and anchored. 

Having received information from Her Majesty's Consul at Fernando Po that a vessel 
was up the Cameroons shipping slaves, Commander Raby proceeded without delay to 
Fernando Po, being in want of coals, where he arrived on the 14th August, and got under 
weigh at midnight for the Cameroons, where he anchored the next afternoon, and captured 
the barque “‘ Constancia,” under Monte Videan colours. 

The “ Alecto” was detained off King Bell’s Town, getting the cargo on board the 
barque until the 20th, when she towed her prize over to Fernando Po, previous to sending 
her to Sierra Leone for adjudication. Leavingon the 29th the “ Alecto” arrived at Lagos 
on the Ist of September. 

Commander Raby reports that while at the latter port he was informed by the master 
of the Jersey brigantine ‘‘ Juste,”’ that while that vessel was at Whydah on the 12th August 
a screw steamer under American colours came in at daylight, shipped 1,300 slaves, and at 
dark stood off the land under steam and sail: this steamer was the ‘‘ City of Norfolk,” 
whose name is reported in the suspected list. 

The “ Falcon” arrived in the Cameroons on the 12th by my orders to assist Captain 
Crawford ; if necessary, also, to take that officer up to King Bell’s Town to settle the 
palaver, for which purpose I was proceeding up the river when the ‘ Archer” took the 
ground. I inclose a copy of the proceedings for your information. 

Commander Fitzroy left Fernando Po on the 16th for Batanga by my _ orders, 
taking on board Mr. John Laughland, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul, to settle some 
disturbances between the natives and the supercargoes; a copy of the proceedings on 
that occasion is also annexed. The “ Falcon” then returned to Fernando Po with 
Mr. Laughland, and sailed on the 21st for her former cruizing-ground, where she 
remained until the 14th August ; she then proceeded to Loanda for provisions and coals, 
arriving on the 20th. 

The “Spitfire” left again on the 13th August, and took Si a position between 
Cabenda and Ambrizette for the suppression of the Slave Trade until the 27th, when she 
returned to her former anchorage, having met with nothing of importance. 

The barracoons at Cabenda are reported full of slaves, and that 500 had left for the 
northward in boats a few days previous to the “ Spitfire’s ” visit. 

The “ Arrogant” put to sea on the 17th of September, and anchored in Madora 
Creek, River Congo, on the 19th, and next day at daybreak sent up two boats in charge 
of the Senior Lieutenant to Punta de Lenha to communicate with the English factories at 
that place. Lieutenant Grubbe returned the following day, and reported everything quiet, 
and that three American vessels (“‘ Maraquita,” ‘* Josephine,” and *‘ Bonetta”’), all in the 
suspicious list, were up there, and that he boarded them and found their papers correct. 

Since my last report the Slave Trade has considerably increased both in the Bights 
and South Coasts, and is almost entirely carried on by vessels under the American flag, 
but I am happy to say that their squadrons are very active in their endeavours to suppress 
it, and have captured three full slavers within the last two months, having on board no less 
than 1,400 human beings. 

The “Spitfire ” has also taken an empty vessel, under no colours ; and the “ Alecto,” 
a large barque, cmpty, in the Cameroons, under Monte Videan colours. 








Inclesure 1 in No. 50. 
Minute of Proceedings. 


AT a palaver held on board Her Majesty's ship ‘‘ Falcon,” by Captain F. A. B. Crawford, of Her Majesty's 
ship “Archer,” Senior Officer of the South Division, and Mr. Acting Consul John Laughland, on the 4th of 
July, Mr. John Lilley complained that in consequence of his having given information some three years ago of a 
foul murder having been committed of a boat's crew of a merchant-vessel called the “Spartan,” trading at 
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Cameroons, which led to inquiries being instituted by Her Majesty's Consul, Mr. Hutchinson, and which 
inquiries tended very strongly to throw suspicion upon King Acqua of Acqua Town, and some of his brothers 
as abettors if not instigators of it, the said King Acqua, after promising solemnly to Mr. Hutchinson to seek for 
these murderers, and never to do any injury to Mr. Lilley or his trade, blew egbo on Mr. Lilley's Town, thereby 
ene all intercourse between Acqua Town and Mr. Lilley and his town, and refuse P asorlge to pay 

r. Lilley his just debts up to that time, or to allow his town to pay theirs. Considering that suc 
conduct, if passed unnoticed, might be most injurious to the interests of the traders, and, moreover, that it was 
absolutely necessary to make the natives keep good faith, I reprimanded King Acqua very severely for his unlawful 
egy sage I ordered him immediately to withdraw egbo; and, as I could no longer trust his word, I desired 

im to give one of his brothers as a hostage and material guarantee to Mr. Lilley for the immediate payment 
of the debts of himself and his town. 

King Acqua, I find, is a very poor concern, and has little real authority in his town, and seems to be an 
individual who may give some trouble if not kept in order. I had to wait till 5 p.m. before he made his 
appearance on board, all the other Chiefs having assembled after 10 in the forenoon. He hesitated, and tried to 
induce me to accept his word. I would not; and, finally, I named the most powerful and influential of his 
brothers, Prince Dido Acqua, and handed him over to Mr. Lilley as a hostage. They appeared paralyzed, and 
begged very hard that I would release him, but to no purpose. I saw that it was necessary to be firm and 
severe with them. 

They have for too long a time been left without a visit from a man-of-war, or a person who would have 
some wholesome influence over them; and our name and prestige was fast losing ground among them, as we 
found to be the case during your visit to Calabar 

A complaint was also made by the Rev. Mr. Fuller, of the Baptist Mission, of having been ill-treated 
and beaten, and his clothes torn, whilst on his way up the river at Abo. It appeared that Mr. Fuller had 
attempted to go up without making some arrangements with the Chiefs of Cameroons, and against their wishes 
and laws. I explained to Mr. Fuller that J regretted the Mission should place themselves in a false position. 
The natives do not object to an extension of the missionary operations ; but naturally they know that as soon as 
the natives in the interior become civilised and educated they will seck to trade directly with the foreigner, and 
the trade of Lower Cameroons would thereby suffer, unless they guarded against such an eventuality by making 
an agreement for some impost or dash to compensate them for loss in trade by the advance of civilization towards 
the markets where they have now to go for palm oil. 

Bonny Bell showed great intelligence and justness in his remarks on this point. We, however, felt it 
necessary to warn the Kings, Chiefs, and natives, that we would not suffer them to lay violent hands upon a 
British subject, or allow them to be ill-treated under any pretence. 

In the case of Mr. Fuller, Charlie Dido, of Dido een, admitting that he had connived at and been present 
at the maltreatment complained of on this occasion, was fined by us a large bullock, to be handed to the Mission 
as compensation to the Rev. Mr. Fuller, for the injury done to his person and clothes; and we issued a 
Proclamation setting forth the above view, and at the same time we addressed the white traders and supercargoes, 
reminding them of their obligation to treat the natives with courtesy, and if they had complaints to make against 
them, and failed to get due satisfaction from the local authorities, then they should immediately appeal to Her 
Majesty’s Consul. 

We found that Bonny Bell had complied with the promises he made to Mr. Hutchinson in July 1858, 
aud on further inquiries, being satisfied of his good conduct, we acknowledged him King over Bell Town and its 
dependencies. 

Nothing of importance was further brought before us. I believe, from all I could learn subsequently, that 
our visit had an excellent effect on the natives; and all the supercargoes expressed themselves very well satisfied. 

I could hear nothing but discontent towards Mr. Consul Hutchinson; the manner in which he had discharged 
his duties, and the very injurious effect that his proceedings had had upon the natives, and also upon the trade of 
the river. The natives were never allowed fair play, nor heard in defence of themselves ; and the disgraceful 
manner in which he begged and obtained dashes of goods, &c., is scarcely credible of an individual holding the 
position of Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, especially on this important post, Fernando Po and the Bight of Biafra. 
As soon as I could favourably conclude all the business and writing connected with this palaver, we left again on 
Sunday afternoon. ‘ 
(Signed) FRED. A. B. CRAWFORD, Captain. 


————— 


5 Inclosure 2 in No. 50. 


Her Majesty's Proclamation. 


AT a palaver held on board of Her Majesty's ship “ Falcon” this day, a complaint was brought before us by 
the Rev. Mr. Fuller, member of the Baptist Mission in this river, of ill-usage, a few months since, to himself and 
the Rev. W. Saker, member of the same Mission, by some natives. 

We do hereby, in the name of the Queen of England, warn the Kings, Chiefs, and natives of Cameroons, that 
such outrages will not be tolerated, and any repetition of violence committed against British subjects will be 
resisted with the utmost severity. All complaints against British subjects must be made in writing to the Consul, 
who will duly investigate the matter and adjudicate thereon. 

Given, &c., July 14, 1860. 

(Signed) FRED. A. B. CRAWFORD, Captain, Her Majesty's ship ‘* Archer.” 
JOHN LAUGHLAND, Her Mayesty’s Acting Consul for Fernando 
Po and Bight of Biafra. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 50. 
Captain Crawford and Acting Consul Laughland to the British Residents in the Cameroons River. 


Gentlemen, “ Falcon.” Cameroons, July 14, 1860. 
WE beg to inclose a copy of a proclamation which we have deemed it neccessary to issue before leaving this 
river in consequence of what passed at the palaver held to-day on board this ship. 
We, at the same time, warn all British subjects in this river against committing any unlawful outrage towards 
the natives, and we need scarcely remind you that any complaint which British subjects have to muke should be 
brought before Her Majesty’s Consul, if the properly constituted person in that place fail to give you 


satisfaction. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. A. B. CRAWFORD. 
JOHN LAUGHLAND. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 50. 


Captain Crawford and Acting Consul Laughland tu King Bonny Bell. 


To King Bonny Bell, Bell Town. “ Falcon,” Cameroons River, July 14, 1860. 

WITH reference to the Agreement entered into with you on the 8th day of July last by Mr. Consul 
Hutchinson, we have this day met the supercargoes and native gentlemen in this river, and we are glad to find you 
have conducted yourself properly and in accordance with that Agreement during the last twelve months. You now 
promise never again to break the Treaties made by your father and confirmed by vourself; and, further, that you 
will exert your power to advance the civilization and commerce of the river, to keep order among your subjects, 
and also protect the European traders. We, therefore, in the name of Her Majesty the Queen of England, do 
hereby acknowledge you King over Bell Town and its dependencies. 

(Signed) FRED. A. B. CRAWFORD, Captain, Her Majesty's ship “ Archer” 
JOHN LAUGHLAND, Her Majesty's Acting Consul. 
I acknowledge my obligation as mentioned. : 





his 
Witnesses : (Signed) BONNY “ BELL. 
(Signed) A. Martin. mark. 
Duke Green. 
Inclosure 5 in No. 50. 
Commander Fitzroy to Commander Crawford. 
Sir, “ Falcon,” Fernando Po, July 20, 1860. 


IN obedience to your orders I proceeded to Batanga with Mr. J. Laughland, Her Majesty's Acting Consul, 
to settle the disturbance at that place. I arrived at noon on the 17th instant, and at once gave information to the 
two Kings and Chiefs that a Conference would be held on the following day. 

On the 18th Mr. John Laughland and myself assembled the Europeans in charge of the factories and the 
inhabitants of the place, and after fully investigating the complaints on both sides, deemed it necessary to negotiate 
the inclosed additional agreement. 

We also caused a fine of 30 Ibs. of ivory to be imposed on one Cribbey, a native Chief, for “ unlawfully 
detaining a boat for upwards of five months, belonging to Captain S. Dyer, a trader,” half of which fine we 
distributed amongst the two Kings, John and William, and the other half to be given to Captain Dyer’s Agen 
as a recompense for the loss Captain Dyer sustained. ; 

After showing a small display of rockets, shells, &c., I left last evening for this place. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) A. G. FITZROY. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 50. 


Agreement. 


WE, John Laughland, Her Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul for Fernando Po and the Bights of Biafra, 
and Arthur George Fitzroy, Commander of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Falcon,” acting on the part of Her 
Majesty the Queen of England, and King John and King William for the Chiefs and natives of Batanga on 
a hereby make agreement for the better regulation of trade and for further protection of British 
merchants. ; 

Although the Treaty made with the Kings of Batanga on the 5th of July, 1847, appears to have been acted 
up to by the natives as regards the suppression of the Slave Trade, Article IV of the said Treaty has not been 
fully complied with, inasmuch as loss and injury have occurred to British subjects within the said territory of 
Batanga ; we, in consequence, therefore make the following additional Agreements :— 

That, in the name of the Queen of England, King John and King William are hereby acknowledged to be 
jointly and solely Kings of the territory of Batanga, and that the Chiefs of the several towns within the said 
territory shall be deemed to be subjects of the said Kings. 

King John and King William, on their part, declare that they will protect the persons and property of all 
British merchants and traders who may be established within the Batanga country, and that they will not in 
future interfere on the removal of any British trader with his goods to any other town than that in which he may 
have traded, nor will they molest or offer any hindrance to his leaving the country with his property at any 
time. : 
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The said Kings further agree to hold themselves responsible for all thefts, assaults, or injuries, or other 
illegal acts of their subjects to the detriment of British residents or traders. 

It is aleo further agreed that all complaints made by either of the before-mentioned Kings of Batanga against 
British subjects to Her Britannic Majesty's Consul shall receive every attention and the earliest possible 


8. 

And the said Kings will, at all times, in the event of the shipwreck of any British vessel on their territory, 
use their utmost endeavours to protect and relieve the crew, and also afford every assistance in saving the cargo 
and effects of the ship from loss and pillage by their subjects. 

Given, &c., this 18th day of July, 1860. 


(Signed) JOHN LAUGHLAND, Acting Consul for Fernando Po and 
Bight o oe tire 
A. G. FITZROY, Commander of Her Majesty's steam-sloop 
“ Falcon.” 
his 
KING * JOHN. 


mark. 


his 
KING * WILLIAM. 
mark. 
Witnessed by 
(Signed) Cuas. Townsend, Merchant. 
W. Bryant, Agent for Captain Dyer. 
Tuos. Buack, Agent for Laughland § Browne. 


Crass A. 
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No. 51. 
Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Brisk,” at Mahé, Seychelles, September 4, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for their Lordships’ information, the copy of a letter 
from Commodore Oldfield, of the “ Lyra,” reporting the capture, on the 8th ultimo, of a 
slaver without. name or colours, but corresponding in description to the barque “ Esperanga” 
or “‘ Rosetta,” which cleared from Barcelona for the Mozambique some months back ; and 
on two former occasions, in the years 1858 and 1859, conveyed slaves from the East Coast 
of Africa to Cuba. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 51. 
Commander Oldfield to Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel. 
Sir, “ Lyra,” Zanzibar, August 21, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I made seizure on the 8th instant, latitude 7° 42’ south, longitude 
39° 54’ east (north point of Monfia), of a barque, name and nation unknown, believing the said barque to be a 
slaver. The grounds for such belief were :— 

1. A second or slave-deck 80 to 90 feet long. 

2. Water-tanks and casks to the number of about 200, nearly all filled with water. 

3. A large cooking-range in addition to one already in use. 

4. A large number of tubs and tins such as are used on board slavers. 

Although no papers were found on board the vessel seized, 1 have good reason to believe that she is the 
Mexican barque ‘“* Esperanza,” and under that flag and name has sailed for about eighteen months. 

On Lieutenant De Wahl’s return from detached service, I shall despatch him in charge of the vessel seized 
to the Cape of Good Hope. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) R. B, OLDFIELD. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 51. 
Return called for by Station Orders, page 35, Article 12. 


1. I believe the vessel seized, cleared out from Barcelona. 

2. The port at which the slaves were to have been shipped, I am uncertain of; but I believe they were to 
have come from Quiloa, and therefore the shipment would in all probability have taken place at the anchorage in 
which she was captured. 

3. The Captain acknowledged to have run two cargoes before, one in 1844, when he was captured by the 
“ Hydra,” and one in 1848, when he was captured by the “Cyclops.” The name of his vessel he would not 
acknowledge to. 

(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 





oo 


Inclosure 3 in No. 51. 


Return of Vessels detained by Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra” as being engaged in the Siave Trade, and sent into Port for Adjudication, from July 1 to August 17, 1860. 
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(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, Captain. 
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No. 52. 
Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Brisk,” Pomony Harbour, Johanna, August 12, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for their Lordships’ information, a letter from 
Captain de Horsey, of the ‘‘ Brisk,” reporting the capture, on the 10th of August, of the 
ship ‘‘ Manuela,” without papers or colours, and with 846 slaves on board. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 52. 
Captain Horsey to Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel. 


Sir, “ Brisk,” Johanna, August 12, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 10th instant Her Majesty's ship under my command captured a 
ship without name, papers, or colours, and having on board 846 slaves. 

The prize was first seen right ahead at 11 A.M. of the day named, and after various alterations of course, to 
try different points of sailing in his endeavour to escape, we came up with her by means of sail and full steam, about 
sunset, and took possession, being then within two miles of the south end of Johanna. Previous to her capture she 
endeavoured to get in with the land, probably to elude us amongst the reefs off the Point. 

The Captain of the prize stated that her name is the “ Manuela.” Iam not aware what port she cleared from 
or where bound, but I have reason to suppose she was going to Cuba. 

The Captain states that the slaves were shipped between Cape Delgado and Ibo, and I think his statement 
correct. 

He further says that he never carried slaves before, which I doubt. 

The “ Manuela” is a very beautiful vessel of about 700 tons; in model like the yacht “ America,” and sails 
remarkably fast. 

Her slave-deck is seven feet high and well ventilated. 

The slaves are said to have been shipped within the last few days, and the Captain reports the sailing of 
several other vessels for this coast. 

I have the honour to inform you that the capture of the ‘‘ Manuela” was not effected in consequence of 
information from the Foreign Offiee. 

I purpose despatching the prize to the Mauritius on the 13th instant, for adjudication. 

have, &e. 
(Signed) A. F. DE HORSEY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 52. 


Return of Vessels detained by Her Majesty’s ship “ Brisk” as being engaged in the Slave Trade, and sent into Port for Adjudication. 
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“ Brisk,” Johanna, August 12, 1860. (Signed) A. F. DE HORSEY, Caplain. 


Sb 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 52. 
Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel to the Secretory to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) August 12, 1860. 

ON the 10th of August, at 11°15 a.M., a sail was seen from the mast-head, to which we gave chase, under 
steam and canvas. At 5-30 p.m. we came up to leeward of a large ship, that had shown no colours. While closing, 
we observed that a package was thrown overboard, supposed by us to be her papers. On boarding her, she 
proved to be the “ Manuela,” with 846 slaves. 

By reference to records left in the office by my predecessor, it appears that the prize was built at New York, 
in 1854, of oak and locust, coppered and copper-fastened, of 702 tons burthen, arrived and sold at the Havana in 
1859, valued at 20,000 dollars, and considered one of the fastest vessels in that port; sailed from the Havana on 
the 5th of March, under the Chilian flag and the name of “ Manuela,” having cleared for Hong Kong. 

On the following morning, the prize and ourselves arrived in the port. 

No Commission Court heing necessary for condemnation, Captain de Horsey will send the prize to the 
Mauritius. 





No. 53. 
Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Brisk,” at Mahé, Seychelles, September 4, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that we left Johanna on the 15th instant. 

On the 17th Her Majesty’s ship ‘“‘ Lyra” joined company, and proceeded with us 
into Zanzibar, where we arrived in the afternoon. 

Commander Oldtield has been actively employed since May last in the Mozambique 
Channel for the suppression of Slave Trade. This zealous officer is the dread along the 
coast of all employed in this nefarious Traffic. 

The unnecessary interference of a French man-of-war steamer in warning a Spanish 
slave-vessel of the proximity of the “ Lyra,” I have reported in a separate letter. 

I had an interview with the Sultan of Zanzibar on the 18th, who expressed great 
satisfaction at the visit of an English man-of-war. On the 20th His Highness the Sultan 
visited the “ Brisk.” 

On the evening of the 22nd, a man having been detained by the Sultan, who had just 
landed on the east side of the island from the same slave-barque, the ‘‘ Formosa Estrella,” 
that had been warned of the ‘*Lyra’’ being at Zanzibar, Captain de Horsey proceeded 
without delay in the ‘‘ Brisk” in search of her. 

The “ Brisk” returned into Zanzibar Harbour on the 25th, without having found any 
traces of the barque. 

The man who landed from the slaver is, I believe, the third mate, although he calls 
himself the surgeon; he is now a prisoner on board the “ Brisk” for conveyance to the 
Spanish Consul at the Mauritius. 

The “ Lyra” sailed on the 19th in furtherance of her former orders. 

On the morning of the 23rd, the two natives (Arabs) who murdered Dr. Roscher, the 
African explorer, about whom Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar had received instructions, 
were executed. 

A man-of-war in support of our zealous and active Consul, Colonel Rigby, at Zanzibar, 
is much required; he is thwarted in every way, particularly in his endeavours for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade, by the French Consul. 

The Sultan appears uncomfortable about the pretensions of the French, of whom he is 
in great fear. 

The French Goverument are now fitting up at considerable expense a large barrack, 
capable of holding 1,200 men, in the centre of the town of Zanzibar; they inform the 
Sultan’s Ministers that it is intended for a hospital. 

We sailed from Zanzibar on the 26th, and arrived here on the 2nd instant. 

We proceeded to the Mauritius on the 6th instant, from which place I shall be able 
to inform their Lordships of the distribution of the remainder of the ships under my orders. 
“Forte,” “Sidon,” and “‘ Persian” are supposed to be at Simon’s Bay, the latter refitting 
after a twelvemonth’s cruise in the Mozambique Channel. The “ Brisk” will require 
docking at the Mauritius. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. 
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Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘« Brisk,” at Mahé, Seychelles, September 4, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, a case in which one of His Imperial Majesty’s steamers, ‘“‘ La Somme,” 
commanded by Lieutenant de Vaisseau M. Densy, was on the 30th of July last employed 
by the French Consul at Zanzibar to give such information to the Spanish slave-barque 
‘Formosa Estrella” as to enable that vessel to escape capture by Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Lyra.” 

“Tn proof of which I beg to inclose an extract from Commander Oldfield’s letter 
addressed to myself, copy of a letter from Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar to Commander 
Oldfield, as well as the copy of a letter I have thought it right to address to the Commander- 
in-chief of His Imperial Majesty’s vessels on this station. 

I have, &c. 
. (Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 54. 


Commander Oldfield to Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel. 


( Extract.) August 17, 1860. 

AN hour previous to my arrival in the harbour of Zanzibar, His Imperial Majesty’s corvette “ La Somme 
proceeded under steam to the southward, for what purpose the inclosure will, I trust, clearly show. 

On the 8th instant, after a search of five days, I seized a large barque in every way fitted for the Slave Trade, 
and anchored her in Zanzibar harbour on the 10th instant. 

During my absence from the island, I left Lieutenant de Wahl, in the cutter, to watch the east side of the 
island, as I was under the impression that the slave-barque warned off the coast by the French Consul would make 
that side of the island before proceeding to Lamos, or other slave port. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 54. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Commander Oldfield. 
Sir, Zanzibar, August 11, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you of the extraordinary conduct of the French Consul at this port with 
reference to the Spanish slaver of which you went in search on the east coast of this island. 

2. On the day of your arrival here, the French Consul was aware that a slaver was at anchor on the east 
side of the island, in or near Chuaka Bay ; and on its becoming known that a British ship-of-war was in sight, he 
immediately proceeded to visit the slaver on board the French war-steamer “ La Somme,” which has been at 
anchor in this hatbour for upwards of two months. 

3. The Commander of one of His Highness the Sultan's ships-of-war, who, having been educated in England, 
is conversant with the English and French languages, was also on board the French steamer, and on his return he 
informed me that on arriving at Chuaka Bay they found a vessel at anchor near the shore; that she hoisted 
Spanish colours ; that he proceeded in a boat with an officer of the French steamer to visit her ; and he gave me a 
memorandum which he made on board, of which the following is a copy ;— 

“On Wednesday, Ist August, 1860; barque ‘Formosa Estrella,’ Commander, Magin Prexas; from 
Havana, 27th January; arrived here, 27th July; bound to Aden; consigners, Messrs. Vidal and Fréres; 
belonging to Havana; 232 tons; 150 large casks of water; 35 men, with captain and two officers ; and have found a 
number of irons, chains, tin plates, irons, and a number of bags of rice.” 

* -t. The Arab captain further informed me that the vessel was completely equipped for the Slave Trade, and 
that the officer deputed to visit her returned and made a report to this effect to the Commander of ‘ La Somme,” 
and that the French Consul then proceeded on board the slaver, and told the Commander of the slaver that there 
was an English cruizcr in the neighbourhood, and that he had better get out of its way as soon as possible; and 
that on hearing this the slaver immediately hove up anchor and stood to the south, the steamer at the same time 
proceeding north to return to this port. 

5. Had it not been for the scandalous conduct of the French Consul, there is no doubt that this slaver 
would have been captured by the vessel under your command; for at the first visit of the French officer, the 
Commander of the slaver finding that it was not the intention of the French steamer to interfere with him, said 
that he was going to remain there two days, and, as you are aware, information was brought to me soon after you 
had come to anchor in this harbour of a slaver being on the opposite side of the island. 

The French Consul also persuaded the Sultan’s Naval Commander that His Highness had no power to capture 
a Spanish slaver, although at anchor in one of his ports, because he has no Treaty with Spain. 

6. ‘The consignees of this slaver, Vidal Fréres, are French subjects, merchants at Marseilles ; and this slave- 
ship is stated by Frenchmen here to belong to them. ‘The agent of Vidal Fréres at this port is a Spaniard, by 
name, Buona Ventura Mass, a notorious slave-agent, who has long been carrying on a most disgraceful Traffic in 
Slaves in the Zanzibar dominions, under French protection. About two months ago, he was joined by a Spanish 
slave-agent from Cuba, and it soon became known that a very large number of slaves were being purchased on 
Mass’s account, both here and at Keelwa. 

Although this was notorious to every person here, the French Consul not only continued to protect Mass, but also 
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declared the agent from Cuba to be under French protection; and there is no doubt, had it not been for your 
fortunate arrival here, very large shipments of slaves would have been made by Mass and his confederates. 

7. 1 have repeatedly denounced the vile Traffic of Mass, and have issued a public notice, warning all British 
subjects from having any dealings with him, as he never would be admitted either as a plaintiff or defendant in the 
British Consular Court. Both Mass and the slave-agent from Cuba have now absconded. 

The Sultan has discovered and emancipated upwards of 300 slaves, which had been purchased by Mass for 
shipment; and a blow has been given to this infamous Traffic by your having captured one of the slave-ships 
consigned to Mass, which I trust will make it a losing speculation to the French merchants, Vidal and Co., and to 
their agents here. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 54. 
Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel to Commodore de Langleé. 


Sir, “ Brisk,” at Mahé, Seychelles, September 4, 1860. 

ALTHOUGH I am aware that the Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade between His Imperial 
Majesty's and Her Britannic Majesty s Governments no longer exists, I do not think that you can be aware of 
the assistance rendered to that nefarious Traffic by one of the vessels under your orders. 

I have, therefore, the honour to inform you that on the 31st July a suspicious-looking vessel was reported 
at Zanzibar as having anchored on the east side of the island; that ‘La Somme,” war-steamer, commanded 
by Lieutenant de Vaisseau M. Densy, having embarked the Consul of France and the Captain of one of His 
Majesty the Sultan's ships of war, got underweigh; Her Britannic Majesty's ship the ‘“ Lyra,” then in 
sight, standing towards the harbour. 

Hlis Imperial Majesty’s ship ‘‘ La Somme” then proceeded to Chuaka Bay, where the suspicious vessel was 
at anchor. An officer from “ La Somme,” accompanied by the Captaiu of the “ Iskunder Shah,” then went on 
board and ascertained that the vessel was the “ Formosa Estrella” under Spanish colours, and fitted in every 
way for the Slave Trade. After having made his report on board ‘‘ La Somme” the French Consul went on 
board and reported to the master of the slaver that Her Britannic Majesty's ship ‘ Lyra” was then in Zanzibar ; 
on the receipt of which information the slave-ship got underweigh and proceeded to the northward, 

In corroboration of the above statement Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at Zanzibar has the evidence in 
writing of the captaiu of the “Iskunder Shah ;” and I have now, as prisoner on board Her Majesty's ship 
* Brisk,” a Spaniard who landed from the slaver two days before I sailed from Zanzibar. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. 





Commander Oldfield to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “* Lyra,” off Johanna, June 30, 1860. - 

SLAVE TRADE in dhows has been carried on between the coast of Africa and the 
Comore Islands, and north-west coast of Madagascar, since the setting in of the south- 
west monsoon in May ; for instance, two cargoes to my certain knowledge were landed at 
Mohilla, on or about the 20th June, one at Comoro about the same time, and one at 
igus Bay ; of these four cargoes, two came from Angoxa, and one from Mikandanny 
bay. 

J 2. Of the vcrtain movements of European vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, I am 
as yet ignorant. But that one, if not two vessels have obtained cargoes between Ibo and 
ten miles north of Cape Delgado, between the middle of February and the present date, I 
am certain of. 

‘ T have, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 





No. 56. 
Captain Crawford to Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel. 


(Extract.) “ Sidon,” at Simon’s Bay, August 22, 1860. 
April 30.—Up steam, and came-to off the town of Johanna. Found Her Majesty’s 
sloop *‘ Persian” at anchor, and the Johanna flag struck. On waiting upon the Sultan to 
ascertain the reason of his flag not being displayed in the presence of English ships of 
war, His Highness explained that it was not hoisted owing to an insult received from Her 
Majesty's sloop ‘‘ Persian,” which had recently burned one of his vessels, as set forth in 
the accompanying correspondence on that subject. 
a April 23.— Waited upon King Abdallah, Sultan of Johanna, with a view to con- 
ciliate His Majesty for the loss of his vessel, and on promising to inquire into the affair, 
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and if possible to see justice done, His Majesty directed the Johanna flag to be re-hoisted, 
and saluted me with nine guns, directing his people to supply refreshments, and to resume 
their friendly intercourse with the English ships of war. After which “Sidon” saluted 
Sultan’s flag with twenty-one guns, which was returned with the same number. With the 
further hope of convincing the Sultan that the English were most anxious to continue on 
friendly terms with the people of Johanna, I directed His Majesty to be presented with a 
barrel of gunpowder and a revolver pistol. 

Apri) 29.—Left Johanna for Boyanna, Madagascar, owing to a rumour that the 
French were forming a settlement in that quarter. 

May 1.—Overhauled two Arab vessels, one with French colours bound to Nos Beh ; 
both had a few slaves. 12°30 p.m., came to in Boyanna Bay, and grounded in the mud at 
low water. Sent boats to examine the different creeks and outlets of the bay. The 
natives of this place declined to hold any intercourse with either the boats or the ship : 
could not ascertain that any fortified works were being constructed, but observed several 
newly built cottage-houses on the eastern side of the bay, more in the Swiss style, with high 
pitched roofs, than in that of the usual Madagascar huts. 

May 3, 3°45 p.m.—Chased and examined a Zanzibar dhow, No. 438, with a 
pass from Colonel Rigby, the British Consul. The pass included fifty-one persons. This 
vessel required a crew of from ten to fifteen men. She had seven Arabs on board as owners 
or merchants, without any cargo, but a great quantity of empty rice-bags to receive grain 
at Madagascar, and consequently the vessel alluded to had aboat thirty negroes on board, 
to be exchanged at Bembalooka, for rice, and it has subsequently been intimated to me 
that that is the usual system pursued by the Arabs trading between Zanzibar and the 
northern parts of Madagascar, Nos Beh, Mayotta, &c. 

May 3, 3 p.m.—Anchored off Majunga, a town in the Bay of Bembalooka, Mada- 
gascar. 

May 4.—Had an interview with the Governor of Majunga, and was received with a 
guard of 800 soldiers dressed in a European costume, flint-lock muskets and fixed biyonets. 
The Governor (who is also a General), in reply to my question, through the medium of his 
interpreter, told me that the Queen of Madagascar was alive and well, ordering a very 
noisy band to play “God save the Queen.” This, an attempt at the English air, was 
repeatedly played. With reference to the wreck of the ship “St. Abbs” in 1855, on 
asking if he had heard of this disaster, or if any Europeans were held in captivity in 
Madagascar, he replied that ‘‘ the Madagashes did not enslave shipwrecked people.” Asking 
whether the Queen of Madagascar was as much averse to strangers as she was reported to 
be, his Excellency replied, with some indignation, that there was no truth in such reports ; 
that the Queen was most desirous of opening the country to foreigners, particularly to the 
English and Americans, and that notices to this effect had recently been forwarded to 
different places, including Mozambique, Zanzibar, &c.; any reports prejudicial to the 
Queen were false, and originated with the French, who wished to occupy Madagascar, and 
asked me whether the French were in Boyanna Bay. The Governor entertained six 
officers and myself at dinner, and was otherwise particularly hospitable in sending a present 
of a large ox, and refreshments to the crew. 

May 6.—Sailed from Majunga, for Johanna, and on the 9th at 2 p.m. anchored off 
the watering-place, where the “‘ Persian ” also arrived on the 13th May. 

May 13.—Ordered “ Persian” on a cruize. 

May 20.—Received on board the British Consul, and proceeded with him oa an 
official visit to Mohilla, with a view of re-establishing friendly terms and renewing trade, 
which had ceased for many ycars between the Islands of Johanna and Mobhilla. 

May 21.—Saluted the Queen of Mohilla, which was returned from the fort with 
twenty-one guns. Went on shore with the Consul, and had an interview with the 
Queen, after which we had a consultation with her Ministers, who finally coincided with 
Mr. Sunley’s views of conciliation between the two islands. The Queen of Mohilla sent 
off a present of an ox for the ‘‘ Sidon’s”’ crew. 

May 22.—Left Mohilla for Johanna, came-to off the Factory Pomony at 3 p.m., when 
the Consul disembarked. 

" May 23.—Left Pomony for the town anchorage and came-to off the watering-place 
at 7 P.M. 

May 25.—The Hamburgh schooner “ Electric Flash” arrived from Zanzibar; the 
master, Captain Zoder, acquainted me that the French frigate “ Cordélie,” of thirty-four 
guns, with the broad pendant of Commandant le Vicomte Fleuriot de Langle, had grounded 
off the city of Zanzibar on the 4th April, while approaching to bombard the town, and 
was, after four or five days aground, extricated from her dangerous position, with the 


—- a Imaum’s frigates. Captain Zoder also acquainted me that the British 
Lass A, 
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Consul at Zanzibar, had expressed much anxiety to see a British ship of war at Zanzibar, 
owing to the unsettled state of affairs caused by the threatening tone of the French towards 
the Imaum of Muscat. 

May 26 —At daylight sailed for the Island of Zanzibar, and arrived off the city on the 
30th May. Found three frigates, two corvettes, one brig, and a schooner belonging to the 
Sultan ; saluted the Sultan’s flag, which was returned with psy nes guns. 

May 31.—Accompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby, the 
of my officers, I paid my respects to the Sultan. 

June 3... His Highness the Sultan of Zanzibar, with his brothers and retinue, visited 
the “‘ Sidon ;” manned yards, dressed ship, &c. His Highness made a request for a short 
excursion under steam, which was complied with; his Highness and suite partook of 
refreshments, and on leaving the ship at 2 p.m. expressed himself highly pleased by the 
great consideration he at all times met with from the English, and ordered the crew to be 
supplied with refreshments during their stay at Zanzibar. The crew had leave on shore, 
and, with regret, I found this arrangement appeared extremely irksome to the French 
Consul, M. Derobey, who was led to indite some very intemperate and ill-composed letters 
to the British Consul on the occasion. 

Upon closely examining into a complaint on the part of M. Derobey “ that the crew 
of the ‘ Sidon’ had ill-treated a French subject (M. Bouchier),” I arrived at the conclusion 
that there was no foundation for any complaint whatever, and that Monsieur felt mortified 
at seeing a fine well-conducted crew of British seamen enjoying themselves in the vicinity 
of the French Consulate. 

June 3 —The French screw war-steamer ‘‘ La Somme,” of 1,000 tons, two carronades, 
and a long 32-pounder pivot gun, arrived at Zanzibar from Mauritius. This vessel is 
commanded by a Lieutenant de Vaisseau, is 80 horse-power, and sails well; is fitted to 
carry 200 troops, and appears otherwise to be an efficient vessel for general service. The 
Commander had orders to remain at Zanzibar, and mentioned having a coal-depét at 
Nos Beh, and another at Mayotta, and that 1,000 tons of coals had been recently lost from 
the beach at Mayotta during a strong breeze. 

The Commander said that he was not aware of any present intention on the part of 
the French Government of forming a settlement at Boyanna, Madagascar, and that the 
China affair seemed to occupy all their attention. I received information at Zanzibar that 
a Spanish ship left Ibo, having shipped 1,200 slaves, about the middle of April last, at 
which time the “ Persian ” was the only cruizer at Madagascar. 


(i 


nglish Consul, and some 





No. 57. 
Captain Crawford to Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel. 


(Extract.) “* Sidon,” at Sea, June 30, 1860. 

WITH reference to Article 3, Section 2, of the Instructions for the Suppression of 
the Slave Trade, I have the honour to acquaint you that, from past observation, added to 
the opportunity lately afforded in Mozambique, it is my impression that the Slave Trade 
engrosses nearly, if not the entire attention of the Portuguese established in the different 
settlements of the Mozambique. 

Upon the “ Sidon’s”’ visit to Mozambique of April last, the city (now a mere ruin) 
was crowded with slaves, icularly with women and children. 

Whilst at Zanzibar, I ascertained that a large “se under Spanish colours had shipped 
at Ibo, in the beginning of April, 1,200 slaves for the Island of Cuba. 





No. 58. 
Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) Mauritius, October 6, 1860. 
ON the Ist of May the “Sidon” anchored in Boyanna Bay, Madagascar, to ascertain 
the truth of the rumour that the French were forming a settlement in that quarter; the 
natives, however, declined (probably under French influence) holding any intercourse with 
either the boats or the ship. Captain Crawford did not observe anything like forts under 
construction. 
_ On the 3rd the “ Sidon” anchored off Majunga, in the Bay of Bembalooka, where 
he was cordially received, with all due honours; the Governor informing him of the 
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Queen of pean, piety desire to open trade with the Americans and English, and strongly 
expressed hit with regard to the French, who, he believed, wished to possess themselves 
of the island. 

On the 26th May the “ Sidon ” anchored off Zanzibar, much to the gratification of 
the Sultan, as well as Her Majesty’s Consul, Colonel Rigby. 

From the Commander of the French war-steamer ‘‘ La Somme ”’ Captain Crawford 
ascertained that the French had established coal-depdts on Nos Beh and Mayotta. 
Neither the trade, the number of their cruizers, nor their settlements in these seas 
require the necessity of such depéts. 





No. 59. 
Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


ir, ‘* Brisk,” at Mauritius, September 25, 1860. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose, for their Lordships’ information, a letter I have 
received from Commander Hardinge, of the “ Persian,” reporting the capture, on the 
8th March, of the dhow ‘‘ Mumbo Zaza,” under Johanna colours, which vessel has since 
been condemned at the Mauritius. 

Commander Hardinge states that the fact of this vessel being without pass or port- 
clearance in violation of Article VI of the Treaty between Her Majesty’s Government and 
His Highness the Sultan of Johanna, dated the 8th November, 1844, was the sole cause 
of the capture. 

I have also to inclose, for their Lordships’ information, a communication from King 
Abdallah of Johanna, complaining of this capture as an insult to his flag, the vessel being a 

-man-of-war, and in no way engaged in the Slave Trade; while he accounts for her being 
drifted from the coast by adverse currents when on a passage from Pomony harbour, on 
one side of Johanna, to Mortsamoodoo, on the other side. 

By Inclosure No. 6 their Lordships will observe that Her Majesty's Consul at 
Johanna considers it a case in which His Highness the Sultan should be fully compensated 
for the loss of his vessel. Much as it is to be regretted that a vessel belonging to so good 
and useful a friend as His Highness the Sultan of Johanna has always shown himself to be 
to Her Majesty’s cruizers in their endeavours for the suppression of the Slave Trade, 
still Commander Hardinge has good reason for supposing that on this occasion His 
Majesty intended to have conveyed a cargo of slaves from the Island of Mohilla to 
Johanna for his own use. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 59. 
Commander Hardinge to Rear-Admiral Sir F’. Grey. 


“ Persian,” at Sea, Lat. 12° 36’ S., Long. 44° 5' E., 
Sir, : March 18, 1860. 

IN compliance with the Slave Trade Instructions, page 5, Article 31,1 have the honour to transmit the 
following circumstances attending the capture, this day, of the dhow “ Mumbo Zaza,” under Johanna colours, by 
Her Majesty's sloop under my command. 

When first seen on the morning of this day Her Majesty's ship was in latitude 12° 48’ south, and longitude 
44° 10 cast of Greenwich, the dhow at daylight bearing north five or six miles. 

The chase lasted till 8°45.4.m. when she was boarded by Senior Lieutenant H. E. G. Earle, who found her 
without any papers, not even the Sultan's pass. 

The master’s statement was, that he was proceeding from Pomony Harbour, Johanna, to the anchorage off the 
town of Johanna, a distance of fifteen miles (which the dhows invariably coast), that the current carried him rapidly 
to southward and westward within six miles of Mohilla, which he then intended to visit ; and that it was owing to 
being badly off for provisions that he intended visiting Mohilla, being at the time of capture nearer that island than 

nna. 

His position and the unlikelihood of his story, being at the time of capture twenty-seven miles from’ 
Johanna, and nineteen miles from Mohilla, caused me to have strong suspicions of his intending to make a slave 
venture from Mohilla to Johanna, 

Being without a pass, a seal or a port-clearance was, however, the sole cause of the capture, in violation of 
o = ae of the Treaty between Her Majesty and His Highness the Sultan of Johanna for the suppression of 

e Slave 3 

The cargo consisted of cocoa-nuts ; some rice and other food was found on board, which showed the excuse of 
want of food tu be without foundation. , : 

After removing the crew, she was destroyed by fire, being at the time in latitude 12° $4 south. and longitude 


Lx 
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44° 05’ east, previously to which it had been ascertained by survey that she was totally unfit to make a voyage to a 
port of adjudication. 

Her measurement was as follows: length from the after-part of stern to fore-part of stern-post, 73 feet; the 
inside breadth on the under side of the upper deck, 21 feet 6 inches; depth from the under side of the upper 
deck to the keelson, 9 feet 6 inches. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) E. HARDINGE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 59. 
Commander Hardinge to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Persian,” at Sea, March 18, 1860. 

IN accordance with Article 18, page 3, of the Slave Trade Instructions, [ have to remark that the boarding 
officer rightly attached great importance to the fact of her being without a pass or seal, as the Sultan has stated 
openly that any of his vessels without a pass or seal (which are so easy to obtain) are liable to capture. == 

With regard to the Master's statement of having drifted to the position where captured, Her Majesty's ship 
sailed from Pomony at daylight the morning of the 17th, which the dhow had quitted the evening previous. 
It is highly probable, indeed amounts to a certainty, that we should have sighted the dhow had she been in 
the position indicated by her master at daylight, namely, off Saddle Island, but nothing was in sight from the 
mast-head. 

There are auchorages on the west side of the Island of Johanna, which, it seems, a dhow with two boats and 
twenty men could easily have reached. 

His proximity to Mohilla caused me to have strong suspicion of his intending to make a run of slaves from 
that island to Johanna especially as the latter island is much in want of slave labour. 4 

His being without a pass, abcut which all Johanna and other country vessels are remarkably particular, led me 
to pees that it was purposely left behind, so that if captured after shipping the slaves the Sultan might not be 
implicated. 

The size of the water-tanks was also suspicious, though not quite full. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) E. HARDINGE. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 59. 
Boarding Officer's Report. 


ON Sunday, March 18th, I was sent inthe jolly-boat to board a dhow. She proved to be a Johanna dhow 
under Johanna colours; but no papers whatever. The master, Marcli, stated that her name was the ‘“‘ Mumbo 
Zaza,’ and on being asked the reasoa ne had no papers said that on the evening of March 16th, he sailed from 
Pomony, Johanna, bound to the town of Johanna, and that he had drifted to his present position. He admitted 
that he was going to Mohilla to get something to take back; also, that the dhow belunged to the Sultan of 
Johanna, and that her tonnage was 150 tons. On searching her, her cargo proved to be cocoa-nuts. She had 
two large water-tanks, one capable of containing 400 gallons, the other 200 gallons; sie had 2 guns and 20 
men. On asking the master of the dhow for his crew-lists and pass he admitted that he had neither; and 
the master of the said dhow made no complaint. : 

(Signed) HAMILTON EARLE, Lieutenant, H.M.S. “ Persian.” 





Inclosure 4 in No. 59. 


The Sultan of Johanna to Captain Crawford. 

Sir, Mortsamoodoo, Johanna, April 25, 1860. 

THE Englishmen have been our friends for a long time. We write to explain to you that a great misfortune 
has api to us. 

The English have taught us, our father, and our grandfather, much goodness, and we are very proud of 
their kinduess, and feel certain that good feeling exists between us, for we like the English more than our 
grandfather did, and try to do more for them. ‘ 

We are very sorry if we have ever offended the English Government ; and would hide our faces with shame, 
aud beg for punishment if| we have ever hurt them. 

By the Treaty with the English we are allowed to trade, and sail our dhows to and from the neighbouring 
ports, so long as we never buy or sell slaves, or in any way engage in the Slave Trade; which Treaty we have 
strictly adhered to. 

ing assured of the good feeling of the English Government we feel much aggrieved that an Englishman 
should offendius, and insult our flag and nation without their sanction. 

Our man-of-war dhow ‘* Memboo Irisa”’ left Pomony harbour on the other side of the island to come round 
to this place, Mortsamoodoo, and being carried by the current a.little distance off the land ‘was burnt by Her 
aa” sloop “ Persian,” Captain Hardinge, without reason. 

e hope that you will lay this before the English Government, and believe what we say is true, 
(Signed) SULTAN ABDALLAH. 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 59. 
Coptain Crawford to the Sultan of Johanna. 


“ Sidon,” Johanna, April 26, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a communication from His Highness the Sultan King 
Abdallah, relative to the destruction of one of His Highness’s dhows by Her Majesty's sloop “ Persian” on the 
the 18th of March last. 

Tt is my intention most fully to investigate why the “ Persian” destroyed this vessel for the information of 
my Commander-in-chief, and am now in correspondence with the British Consul upon the same subject, who 
acquaints me that the dhow was engaged in a lawful traffic, and endeavouring to make her way from Pomony to the 
town anchorage was driven out of her course by the currents: if so His Highness may place full reliance in the 
British Government that no injustice will be permitted towards the people of Johanna. This, from the great 
distance, it will of necessity occupy some time in being brought to notice. 

In the meantime | place full confidence in the great kindness and consideration which His Highness has 
always evinced towards the subjects of Her Majesty the Queen of England that the case in question may cause 
no interruption in this good feeling. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 59. 
Captain Crawford to Captain Hardinge. 


Sir, “ Sidon,” Johanna, April 26, 1860. 
THE King Abdallah, Sultan of Johanna, makes a strong remonstrance against the proceedings of Her 
Majesty's sloop under your command, in having destroyed one of his vessels, on or about the 18th ultimo, 
whilst endeavouring to reach the town anchorage from Pomony, but was driven out of her course, owing to 
calms and adverse currents. The complaint is fully borne out in a'letter received by me from the British 
Consul in reply to mine upon the same subject, and it is my direction that you furnish me with the particulars 
which induced you to destroy the vessel in question without conveying her to this anchorage, affording the 
authorities here, in the first instance, an opportunity of ascertaining why she was suspected of being engaged 
in the Slave Trade. 
I have, &. 
(Signed) R. B. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 59. 


Commander Hardinge to Captain Crawford. 


Sir, “ Persia,” at Sea, off Pomony, Johanna, April 26, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day's date, and in reply beg to 
state that I was induced to destroy the dhow in question without conveying her to Johanna for the following 
reasons :— 

‘8 1. That the weather was that of light winds and calms; the direction of the wind foul for reaching 
ohanna. 

2. That I strongly suspected the master had purposely left his pass behind, besides his admitting his 
intention of visiting Mohilla. 

3.'Owing’to the small quantity of bread remaining on board, having had to put the ship’s company on half-a- 
pound per man two days afterwards. 

4. My anxiety to get to the coast in execution of my orders, and the uncertainty of obtaining biscuit a3 
Mozambique, coupled with the uncertainty of the “ Brisk’s” return, as mentioned in Captain de Horsey’s memo- 
randum to me of the 13th February. 

In conclusion, I must say that had I been without specific orders to execute, my course would certainly 
have been that of deciding the question by proceeding to Johanna, and at the same time removing the possibility 
of odium, and decreasing the regard felt for the British by the people. of Johanna. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) E. HARDINGE. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 59. 


Captain Crawford to Consul Sunley. 


Sir, “ Sidon,” Johanna, April 26, 1860. 

I HAVE received a communication from the King Abdallah, Sultan of Johanna, complaining that one of 
His Highness's vessels, not engaged in the Slave Trade, has been destroyed by Her Majesty’s sloop “ Persian,” 
when driven off this island by an adverse current ; and I have to request you will be so good as to acquaint me 
with any particulars which may have come to your knowledge upon the subject. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) R. B, CRAWFORD. 
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Inclosure 9 in No. 59. 


Consul Sunley to Captain Crawford. 
Sir, Johanna, April 26, 1860. 

IN reply to your letter of this date, in which you request me to acquaint you with any particulars that I may know 
relative to the Sultan of Johanna’s dhow which was destroyed by Her Majesty's sloop ‘‘ Persian,” on or about the 
18th March, on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, I have the honour to state that the dhow in 

uestion was at anchor for about six weeks off Assimpanoo, where it is usual for native vessels to remain durin 
the north-east monsoon ; and that on or about the 12th March the said dhow left Assimpanoo for Pomony, whic 
is about six miles from Assimpanoo, to take in some cocoa-nuts, with which she sailed for town on or about the 
17th March. 

This dhow was too large to pass between Saddle Island andt he mainland, which is the usual route taken by 
small vessels, and I think it very probable that the wind being very light, that the dhow could not stem the 
current, which is very strong, and was carried by it to the spot where the “ Persian ” found her. 

I do not know why Captain Hardinge considered the dhow to be engaged in slaving. 

The Sultan has communicated with me upon the subject, and it is my intention to refer the matter to Her 
Majesty's Government, and to recommend that compensation should be made to the Sultan for the loss of his 
vessel. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) WM. SUNLEY. 





No. 60. 


Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘“* Brisk,” at Mauritius, November 1, 1860. 
ADVERTING to my letter of the 4th September, reporting the conduct of 
the Commanding Officer of the French steamer “La Somme,” in giving warning to a 
slaver of the presence of the “‘ Lyra” in the waters of Zanzibar, 1 have now the honour 
to inclose, for their Lordships’ further information, a letter I have received from the French 
Naval Commander-in-chief in these waters, as also my reply thereto. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. 





Inclosure | in No. 60. 


Captain de Langlé to Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel. 
(Translation.) 
Admiral, Réunion Island, St. Denis, Octuber 11, 1860. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE receipt of the two letters you have done me the honour to write to me. 

In the first, dated 16th July, 1860, you inform me of your having taken command of the naval forces which 
Her Britannic Majesty maintains at the Eape of Good Hope and on the West Coast of Africa. 

I thank you, Admiral, for your expressions of courtesy towards me in this tirst letter. I beg to assure you, 
Sir, that, for my part, I shall have great pleasure in making your acquaintance personally, and that I shall be 
always happy to protect the interests of the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty on any opportunity that may offer 
for my doing so. 

oe bring to my notice by your second letter, dated Seychelles, the 4th September, matters which have 
received my undivided attention. I have awaited the arrival of the “Somme” in order to be able to reply to you 
on this subject, for the charges made against the Commander of this vessel of having favoured the escape of a 
slaver were of a very serious nature. 

Lieutenant Ansarl, commanding the “ Somme,” has answered frankly the questions I have put to him, and 
has informed me that Mohamed Ben Hamis, the officer in the service of the Sultan of Zanzibar who was on 
board the “Somme,” had in reality warned the captain of the slaver of the presence of the “ Lyra” in the waters 
of Zanzibar; but that he had done so of his own accord, and without any order from himself; that the French 
officers had abstained utterly, as was their duty, from any communication of the sort. 

The Government of the Emperor has given, and continues from day to day to give, sufficient proof of the 
horror it feels for the Slave Trade to convince any person that no Frenchman who wears His Majesty's uniform 
could ever be the accomplice of so horrible an atrocity. 

I have passed thirty years cruizing on the East and West Coasts of Africa, and I can assure you, once for all 
of Fa detestation in which I hold this Traffic, and that I will never compound, nor suffer any one else to compound, 
with it. ’ 

M. Ansarl, the captain of the “ Somme,” has given me an account of a difference which has occurred at 
Zanzibar between him and Capiain Oldfield of the “ Lyra,” respecting the ensign hoisted by the “ Lyra” in 
honour of the birthday of His Majesty the French Emperor, on the 19th of August. I regret that a misunder- 
standing of this nature should have taken place between these two gallant and conscientious officers. I think that 
the misconception has arisen from the fact of there being no agreement between us as to the ensigns to be 
hoisted on the national festivals. 

I have the honour to propose, in order to avoid for the future the recurrence of such affairs, an agreement 
that the ships under our command shall hoist a large ensign to celebrate the anniversaries of our Sovereigns; and 
that the flag of the Sovereign in whose honour the festival is being celebrated, shall be hoisted at the main mast- 
head of any ship taking part in the celebration of es anniversary of the allied Power. 

am, &c. 
(Signed) Vre. A. DE LANGLE, 
Captain, Commander-in-chief of the Naval Division of the West Coast of Africa. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 60. 
Rear- Admiral Sir H. Keppel to Captain de Langlé. 


Sir, “ Brisk,” Mauritius, November 1, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th of October, and am much obliged 
for the kind and courteous expressions contained therein. 

With regard to your explanation relative to the Commander of “ La Somme” having favoured the escape of 
a Spanish slaver, I am sure it will give Her Majesty’s Government great satisfaction to learn that no officer 
wearing the uniform of His Imperial Majesty could possibly be concerned in assisting in that odious Traffic. 

With reference to the misunderstanding that occurred at Zanzibar between the respective Commanders of 
“La Somme” and tie “ Lyra,” and to prevent the recurrence of the same, I had already issued an order to Her 
Majesty's vessels under my command similar to that which you so kindly phegone should mutually adopt. 

ave, &ec. 
(Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. 





No. 61. 
Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “* Brisk,” at Mauritius,’ November 2, 1860. 

T HAVE the honour to inform you that during my stay at Zanzibar in Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Brisk,” I accepted, not being aware at the time of their Lordships’ order to the 
contrary, a sword presented to me by His Highness the Sultan. 

I should since have returned the sword to His Highness, had I not been informed by 
Her Majesty’s Consul, Colonel Rigby, that by so doing I should give offence. 

J have the honour to request their Lordships’ directions respecting its disposal. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. 
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